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The PREPACE | 


i* H 4 Lie ht beld out in theſe Pap ers 
= ane ſo clear and ſo „fel, 
Nag it hath heen thought great 5. 4 
ö ty it hath not been ſet up upon @ © 
10 undleſick; They have paſſed up and dum 
in Manuſcript about thirty Tears, being mich 
valued by thoſe who were Poſſefſors of them. 
It is credibly reported that a very great and 
+ | learned Man ( whom for ſame Reaſons I will © 
not name, though his Commendation would © 
: have great Weight with Perſons of different « 
I Perſuafrons) did upon the Pernſal of them, 
B/peak to the learned Author to this Purpoſe, 
I That it was worth a Man's living a great While, 
' though he did nothing elſe but bring forth a 
Bn Compolure. The Subjefts treated on are Jo 
weighty, and of ſuch ene that any 
Contribution of Light therein ought: to find Aces 
zeptance, and be rejoiced in by all. The Mans 
ner of this Authors treating on them -is «| 
bind and Plain, and wholly inoffenft wes t be. 
Differences and Conteſts about theſe. Points 
which have of late appeared among us, do f 
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. recommend them and the publiſhing, of th 17, 25 L 
fs 92 ſeaſonable at this Functure. The - - > 
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' Knowledge to be excellent and nervous. But conſidering 


e the more ordinary Sett of private Chriſtians, I intend 


t efſay an Expoſition that may unvail the Purpoſes to 
them, as it ſhall pleaſethe LORD to bleſs ſuch a ſim» 
ple Mean. The Treaſure contained in this ſhort Treatiſe, 
is ſo very great and rich, as repreſenting much of the 
Subſtance of Religion, both the Doctrine and Exerciſe 


| : | thereof * The Treaſure, I ſay, is ſo rich and valuable, 
that it is a Pity it ſhould be covered from many ex- 


and ſundry Terms, very ſignificant indeed, yet ſuch as 


aſts. 
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{ PREFACE of the Norks. 
be added to this excellent Tract, neither would! 8 


inſinuate the leaſt Reflection upon the Work, ei- 8 
ther the Matter, Method or Expreſſion, all which I ac- 


i Þ* know that nothing or very little is deſigned 10 


that they all are more proportioned to the Circumſtances of | 
the Fudicious and Learned, than ſuited to the Capacities | 


cellent Ones of the Earth, by the Darkneſs of the Periods, 
j 4 fall not uſually in the Way of the moſt of private Chriſti= | 
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pDISCOURSE 


Al CONCERNING 

'g The Guilt of Sin, Pardon of that Guile, and 

of | bi Foe for that Pardon. 

e 

4 HE Reader, leaſt he ſhould ſtumble at 
fo | Terms (the moſt proper | could think 

4 | ; of to expreſs my Notion ) is deſired to 
7 


2 obſerve, that in this Diſcourſe, Ta 3 
Ie derſtand by + 1 
+ Fer [ enter upon an Expoſition of theſe —— i 7 1s 4 

as, requiſite that I premiſe a Confiderations-or two, which may 
as |ſerve for a Key unto them. The firſt Paragraphs relate 
ſti- to the Covenant of Works, viz. All theſe which belong 0 
the Legal Part, The Reader is deſired to take alongft with 5 

* him theſe few Poſtulata, or, Preliminary Grounds, "which, I 
through the Divine Bleſſing, ſhall ſet this Matter in a clear 
Light. 1. The only Title to Lite and Salvation by the 
]Covenant of Works, is founded upon a perfect Obſervance of? 
+  |the whole and every Part of the Law of that Covenant, with” = 
 _ _ [the whole Man, namely, all che Faculties of the Soul, and "= 
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even the Members of the Body, after their Manner, and a”. . : 
3 therein to the End, Deut. 27. 26. Lev. 18. 3 1 FE. 
n. 10. 7 > u e the Ange of ſucha Title de”. 
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(4) 1. Legal Precepts, Such as rigidly exact their 
Obſervance for Juſtification” . 
) 2. Legal Sins, The Tranſpreſſion of ſuch le- 
gal Precepts. F 1 
(c) 3. Legal Threatnings, Such rigid unallay'd 

i 2 


now rendered utterly impoſſible, by reaſon of our Sin in our 
firſt Parents, and the Corruption of our Natures, which pol- 
luteth all that we do; nevertheleſs it is the Way or Chan- 
nel wherein proud Nature runs out with a mighty Current, 
and continueth under the Reign of that Evil, until it be 
changed; yea, and after the Change ſome Dregs remain to 
- very utmoſt, Deut. 5. 27, Exod, 19. 8. and 24. 3. 
Nom. 9. 31, 22. Matth. 19. 16. and 18. 26. Job. 6. 28. 
Rom. 10. 3, Cc. 3. Whoſoever go in to the Way of Works, 
that is, who, under whatſoever Diſguiſe would make up a 
Title to Life and Salvation, founded upon any Thing out 
of Chrift, ſuch Perſons, I ſay, ly open unto, and are po- | 
ſitively obliged to the Demands of the Covenant of Works, | 
in their full Compaſs. Theſe, in all the Concernments of | 
Salvation, have to do with the Lord as a Judge, who indi- 
ſpenſibly requireth full Satisfaction in the Terms of the fore- 
mentioned Legal Covenant, Theſe few Remarks being laid 
down, will facilitate the Expoſition of the Terms, to which | 
I now proceed. CV 5 
li (a) 1. By Legal Precepts we are to underſtand, juſt the 
Lau of the Covenant of Works, or the Moral Law, as requi- 
= ring the perfect Obedience before mentioned, to make up | : 
| Aa Title for Salvation, or a Right unto Eternal Life. This 
ve are to underſtand by our Authors Words, namely, That 
they are ſuch as rigidly exact their Obſervance for Juſti- 
fication. 5 . 5 
(b) 2. Legal Sins are the Tranſgreſſion of ſuch Jegal Pre-. 
cepts (ſaith our Author) that is, any Breach or Breaches 
of the Law, as belonging to the Covenant of Works, or con- 
| taining and injoining perfect Righteouſneſs which that Co- 
0 ais. 3 e 
lee] 3. Legal Threatnings are, (as our Author exprefſeth} 
it) ſuch rigid unallayed Threatnings, as being Curſes, asf. 
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3 Threatnings, as being Curſes as well as Threatnings, 
| form Obligation to legal Puniſhment for ſuch le- 


legal Threatnings as Curſes, as well as Threatnings. 


And in proportionable Oppoſition to the for- 


all comprehended in that great one, In the Day thou eateſt 


or dying thou ſhalt die. 


| eſſeth 


we 


_ not in all Things which are written in the Book of ths Law, o 
% em. Theſe are rigid unallayed Threatnings, and alſo 


| binds over the Sinner to the Wrath and Curſe of GOD 


the Execution of ſuch legal Threatnings and Curſes, that 


ſes, 48 


„„ 85 1 
(a) 4. Legal Puniſhments, the Execution of ſuch 


(% Legal Guilt, and legal Pardon are in the Diſ- 
courſe exprelly defined. — 


mer, [ mean by, * 


(a) 1 Ge- 


— OR” OE 


well as Threatnings, form Obligation to legal! Puniſhment 
for ſuch legal Sins. I underſtand, in Conſequence, bv le- 
£21 Threatningz, the Threatnings of the Covenant of Wirks, 


thereof, that is, of the forbidden Fruit, thou ſha!s ſurely die; 
Curſed is every one that continueth © 


Curſes, becauſe the Covenant of Works knoweth nothing of 
Mercy; but upon the contrary, every Sin againſt it forms 
an Obligation to legal Puniſhment, Cc. that is, every Sin 


denounced ag 
nant. 


ainft any, even the leaſt Breach of that Cove - 
(a) 4. Legal Puniſhments out Author repreſents to he 
is, the Iuffiction of the Wrath denounced upon the Breach : 
of that Covenant, or the Execution of the Sentence of 
Death temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, in their full Com- 
(b) As to legal Guilt and legal Pardon, in regard our Au- 
thor defines them expreſly in the following Diſcourſe, I ſhall 


delay my Comments untill we come that Length. 


*I would now go on to the other; that is, the Goſpel 3 8 
Part, but that it is expedient I premiſe ſome Conſiderations 
about the Goſpel Covenant, as I tendered ſome View of the = 
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C 
cCovenant of Works before; and theſe will, IJ hope, ſerve for 
RE a Key unto what follows, as the former Notes, I judge, were 


Cl 


of Uſe for that to which they were intended. 5 

I underftand then, in a few Words, by the Goſpel Cove- 
nant, theſe two Things, taking it in'a large Senſe, as con- 
taining, or rather founded upon the eternal Counſel of Peace, 


about the Salvation of ele& Sinners. 1. The Promiſe of all 
"theſe who are to be redeemed by the Lord Jeſus, as made 
to him by the Father, upon his ſatisfying to the full the 
whole Demands of the broken Covenant of Works. They 


were given unto him in that Counſel, he undertook for 


them, and in the Fullneſs of Time obeyed the Law comple. 


tely, and gave himſelf a Sacrifice for them; hereupon they 
are his, and were promiſed to him, upon the Pertormance 
of the Condition required. In this Senſe we have a Condi- 
tion of the Covenant, in the ſtricteſt Meaning, and juſt the 
Condition of the Covenant of Works conſidered as broken. 
If any ſpeak of a Conditional Covenant, in what pertains to 


Grace and Mercy; here's a Condition in the full Senſe and 


Compaſs, which you may call, if you pleaſe, The Condition 
of the Covenant of Grace, but ſuch as is only performed by the 


Mediator of that Covenant, If. 59. 20, 21. Pſal. 2. 8. If. 530 


8. Zech. 6. 12. Pſal. 72, 8, Cc. 2. Conſidering the Cove- 
nant of Grace with relation to Sinners, it comprehends the in- 
tire and blefſed Syſtem of the great and precious Promiſes, 
containing Chriſt's Purchaſe, which Salvation is freely offered 
unto all to whom the Goſpel is preached, but is entertained 
only by the Ele& of G O D, unto whom alſo all the promi- 
ſed Bleſſings are effectually beſtowed, as infinite Mercy and 
Wiſdom ſeeth meet, If. 31, 33. Heb. 8. 10. 2 Cor. 6. 16s 
Acts 13. 48. Philip. 1. 29. Pſ. 138. 8. 1 Pet. 1. 5, Ce. 


3. How ſoever this Covenant conſiſteth properly of Promiſes, 


and is therein ſummed up, yet the Denomination of a Cove- 


rant is moft proper in the Matter, foraſmuch as the Promi- 


ſes carry the Believers Conſent by Faith, to the blefied 
Contrivance of Salvation, or his Conſent unto a Match and 
Marriage offered to him by the Lord Jeſus, Prov. 9. 1, 2, 


23. Fer. 3. 1, 2, 3, Oc. Rom. 7. 4. If. 54. 4, 5+ and 56. 4; 


5. In like Manner it may be reckoned a Covenant, in a ſafe 
Senſe, for that the promiſed and purchaſed Bleſſings have a 
Relation to one another, and the preceeding diſpoſe the 
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ſtance with thoſe of the Law, but not exacting 
their Obſervance with the ſame Rigor, namely for 
Juſtification. „ 23 


() 2. Goſpel Sins, the Tranſgreſſion of ſuch } 


Goſpel Precepts. i 
F 3 1 (a) 3. Go- 


[unto a Chain, whereof the firſt Links draw on the follow- 


ing, or like a Building which is regularly advanced from the 


| Foundation and onward. In this Senſe ſome eminent Di- 


vines have uſed the Term Condition, and called Faith the 


Condition of that Covenant. as being in its Nature, and 


by the divine Appointment introductive of further Bleſſings, 
though yet the whole of that Covenant, and Faith itſelf re- 
main Matter of Promiſe, and that abſolutely without Re- 


gard to any Condition, ſave that which was performed by _ 
the Mediator, P/. 89, 2. Job. 16. 8, 9. If. 45. 24. 1 Cor. 


1. 29, 30. 4thly, Nevertheleſs the Obligation Believers are 
under to the ſtricteſt Obedience is intire and indiſpenſible 
they are as much obliged to obey the Law of the Ten Com- 
mands as ever Adam was; yet as to what relates to them, 


this Law hath no Concern with the Covenant of Works, for- 
aſmuchas the Lord Jeſus took it wholly upon him in that 


Senſe, and accompliſhed it to the full, both Precepts and 
Threatnings, whereby he completely ſatisfied Juſtice, Gul 
3. 13. 2 Cor. 5. 21. Fer. 23. 6. I. 53. 8, Ge. 
Theſe Confiderations premiſed, I go on to the Expoſia 
tion of the Terms our Author uſeth —— 
(a) 1. Goſpel Precepts are (ſaith our Author) mainly the 
ſame for Subſtance, with thoſe of the Law, but do not 


exact. their Obſervance with the ſame Rigor, namely for 
Juſtification z that is, the Law is a Rule of Nature, Heart 


and Life to the Believer, but is not given to him, that he 
may raiſe a Title to Eternal Life, upon his Obedience to 
the ſame, neither doth his Diſobedience bring him under 
the Obligation to ſuffer Wrath, and the Curſe, becauſe he 


is intirely freed from the Law, as belonging to the Cove= 


nant of Works, Rom. 8. 1. Gal. 3. 13. 


(6) 2. Geſpel Sins (faith the Author) are the Tranſrt 1 
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| @) tr. Goſpel Precepts, mainly the ſame for Subs 


Ml of Curſe in them,than ſuch Threatnings themſelves, 


_= (4) 3. Goſpel Threatnings, mainly the ſame for 
| Subſtance with thoſe of the Law, but now ſuch mi 
tigated allayed Threatnings, as being Threatnings 
only and not Curſes, form Obligation only to Ge 
ſpel Puniſhments (or Chaſtiſements) for ſuch Go- 


(b) 4. Goſpel Puniſhnents, The Execution of ſuch 
Goſpel Threatnings, which have therefore no more 


(e) Goſpel Guilt and Goſpel Pardon are in the Diſ- 
courſe expreſly defined, and the Senſe wherein the 
Diſtinction of Legal and Goſpel Pardon proceeds 

plainly enough declared. EE: 


| 


Som 


ſions of ſuch Goſpel Precepts; that is, Receſſions from this 
perfect Rule, and whatſoever cometh not up thereunto. 
(aa) 3. Goſpel Threatnings (ſaith he) are mainly the ſa me 
for Subſtance with thoſe of the Law, but now mitigated 
Oc. lunderftand the Threatnings of the Goſpel, as denounc 
ing Puniſhments or Chaſtiſements, which have nothing o 
vindictive Wrath or the Curſe in them, tho they do pro 
ceed from fatherly Diſpleaſure, but tempered or allayed b 
_ everlaſting Love, Heb. 12. 3, 6, 7, Cc. Prov. 3. 11, 1 
Rev. 3. 19. Job. 5. 17. | F . 
() 4. Goſpel Puniſhments, being the Execution of ſuch 
Threatnings, have no more of Curſe in them, than the 
— Threatnings themſelves. | 
(e) As to Goſpel Guilt and Goſpel Pardon, with the Di- 

ſtinction of Legal and Goſpel Pardon, our Author declarethf 
that they are defined in the Diſcourſe itſelf, and therefore 
2 my Comments upon them, untill we come that 

eng CE ME Fa TI 
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+ Us 


CE 


ings] Some CONSIDERATIONS Touching the Guilt 


G of Sin, Pardon of that Guilt, and Prayer for 
Gor that Pardon. 1 3 


ſuch} Wherein ſomething is attempted towards the further clear- 1 
nore}® ing of the great, both ſpeculative and practical Truths 
lves. in theſe ſo important Points; for the Satisfattion fee 
Diſ-|} learned and judicous Friend. | n 
xz: as os on a 
eds I. Touching Guilt of Sin. 
1@ Tree, Things in Sin, 1. Power to be ſub- 
Som IK dued. 2. Filth to bepurged, 3. Guilt to 
be pardoned... = e 5 


1 this B 2 | (a) Guilt 
AO e | — — | — 1 
fame; 4. He proceeds next to ſome Conſiderations touching the 


ated. ] Guilt of Sin, Pardon of that Guilt, and Prayer for that Par- 
ounc don; I ſhall endeavour to trace bim in each of theſe. 
ng off (4) The firſt Head he entreth upon, is, The Guilt of Sine 
pro. He obſerveth three Things in Sin. 1, Power to be f. dued. 
d by 2. Filth to be purged. 3, Guilt to he pardoned. By the 
Re Power of Sin I underſtand, That in the Nature of Sin, which 
ſcarryeth the Propenſion of the whole Man towards it, and 
 ſach{ſwayeth the Sinner in ſuch a Manner, that one Act diſpoſeth 
n thel and mightily inclineth him ſtill unto more, as one Step in 
the Deſcent of a Precipice carryeth many. It alſo pertain» _ 
e Dic eth to the Power of Sin, that the Sinner, as it prevails, re- 
areth{mains on Sin's Side, and taketh its Part in Oppoſition unto 
eforel convincing Light, by denying, defending, excuſing h- 
» thati tenuating thereof; and howſoever Sin reign not in any ra- 
Iſicious Perſon, yet it hath a Tendency towards the ſoremen- 
tioned, and other the like Effects, according to the Meaſure = 
of its Prevalence, Gen, 3. 8 IO, 11, Ce. Hoſ. 12, 7, 8. 
xod. 32. 22, 23, 24. 2d By; the Filth, I take to be meant 3 
hat Spot, Stain or Pollution which are contrary upto the 
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(a) Guilt of Sin is twofold. rt. Fundamental, 


Intrinſical, Habitual, which is Deſert of Puniſhment. f 
2. Formal, Extrinſical, Actual, which is Obligation 
TTV nk 


b) The firſt I call intrinſical Guilt, becauſe ariſing 


from within, from the very Nature of Sin. And 


the ſecond, extrivſical Guilt, becauſe ariſing from 


without, from the penal Conſtitution of GOD. 
As alſo the firſt, habitual fundamental Guilt, becauſe 
'Account thereof in his holy, juſt and good Laws, or more 
generally in the Word, which is the only and perfect Rule 


of Faith and Life. He hath preſcribed to us, Rom. 7. 12. 
| If. 8. 20, 21, 2 Pei. 1. 19. 2 Tim. Zo 15, 15. Gal. 6. 16, | 


Dc. 34), Touching the'Guzlt of Sin, our Author teacheth us 
that it is twofold, firſt, Fundamental, Intrinſical, and Habitu- 
al; or, ſecondly, Formal, Extrinſical and Actual. Premiſing 

this, vi. That Guilt, in its general Nature, is an Obliga- 


(a) I underftand by Fundamental, Intrinſical and Habitua 
Guilt, That in the Nature of Sin (ſhall we aſcribe Nature 
to it) which maketh it of itſelf to deſerve all that Wrath 
and theſe Curſes which the Juſtice of G O D hath entailec 
upon it, becauſe of its Enormity, as ftricking againft the 
infinite Excellency and Majefty of GOD. Every Sinf 
points againſt his very Being, and ſaith in Effect that 
which inſolent Pharaoh expreſſed in Words, Who 7s th 
LORD that I ſhould obey his Voice? 1 know not the LORD 
&c. Exod, 5. 2. This Guilt is inſeparable from Sin, anc 
where ever Sin is doth everlaftingly accompany it. A 
Traitor may be pardoned, yet this Sort of Guilt doth per 
petually accompany his Treaſon, which ſtill deſerveth the P 


naiſhment due by the Law of Nations, though the Traito 
"himſelf be exempted. ” 5 | 


(6) Touching the ſecond, viz. Formal, Extrinſical, Actua 


- | Guilt, our Author teacheth us this in Sum; firſt, That thi 


Suit ariſeth from without, viz, From that penal Confti 


e 


nunciation of the Wrath and Curſe of GOD as aforeſaid. 


| the Sinner. 


Wrath and Curſe of GOD; herein he is a Pannel, ſen- 


the Foundation of that penal Conſtitution or 
Threatning of GO D, which formeth the ſecond, 
, . 
(a) As the Puniſhment to which, and Threat- 
ning according to which, Sin binds; ſo is the for- 
mal actual Guilt, or Obligation itſelf twofold 3 1. 
Legal. 2. Evangelical. „„ 
(b) 1. Legal Guilt, according to legal unallay d 
Threatnings, binding over to legal Puniſhment, the 
mere wrathful Diſpenſation of GO D, as a judge, 
aiming at the Satisfaction of his Juſticde. 
(c) 2. Goſpel Guilt, according to Goſpel allayed 
Threatnings, binding over to Goſpel Chaſtiſement, 


made, Death in its ful] Compaſs is threatned and denounced 

by the Law, and this is the Foundation of that Obligation 
unto Puniſhment under which Sin bringeth the Sinner, Gen. 
2, 27, Deut. 27. 26. Gal, 3. 12, 13, Oc. Secondly, He 
obſerveth judiciouſſy, that this penal Conſtitution or Threat. 
ning is founded upon that which he calleth Habitual, Iutrin- 
ſical and Fundamental Guilt; that is, the Evil of Sin, as con- 
trary unto the Holineſs of G OD, layeth a ſtrong and ſuf- 
ficient Foundation for that penal Conſtitution, or the De- 


— — — — — 


(a) Our Author goes on to diſtinguiſh betwixt Legal and 
Evangelical Guilt, which he founds upon the different Threat- 
nings and Puniſhments whereunto they ſeverally bind over 
© (b) 1. Tegal Guilt proceeding from a Violation of the 
Law, as the Matter of the Covenant of Works, and affecting 
the Sinner, as under that Covenant, and not in a gracious - 
Eftate, that Legal Guilt, I ſay, bindeth him over to the 


tenced by a Judge, towards the Satisfaction which Juftice | 
claims, though the Sinner be out of all Caſe to give it. 
(8) . 22 Guilt is only lodged in the Perſons of theſe 
who are . . the Goſpe} Covenant ; that is, who are in 


5 Perſons in Chriſt, 
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(10 


a mixt Diſpenſation of the Juſtice and Mercy of 


GO D, as a Father, aiming as at the Vindication 


| of his fatherly Authority and Honour, ſo at the 
Hit Correftion and Amendment of his Chilc. 


(a) The F:rſt is, The Guilt of condemned Priſ-ners 
out of Chriſt. The Second is, The Guilt of juſtified 


(b) For one of theſe Guilts Sin deriveth every 


where, and but one of them any where, according 


to the reſpective Condition or State of the Perſon 


in whom it reſides, or by whom it is committed. 


II. Touch- 
Chrift, who is given for a Covenant of the People, J.. 42. 6. 
and 49. 8. It proceedeth from Goſpel Threatnings, with 


reſpect to which the LORD dealeth as a Father with his 
Children, P/. 89. 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, Cc. In this there is 


nothing of vindictive Wrath, though in ſome Senſe, Juſtice 
and Mercy are mixed here, as our Author obſerves. But 
Juſtice muſt he underftood in an allayed and fatherly Senſe, | 
foraſmuch as it is juſt and equal, that ſuch fatherly Threat- 


nings and Puniſhments have Place in the Lord's dealing with 


His Children. Theſe Threatnings and Puniſhments are 
wiſely and mercifully ordered for the Vindication of the 
Lord's fatherly Honour and Authority, as they are likewiſe 


adjuſted to the Correction and Amendment of his Children 


Job. 23. 10, Rom. 8. 28. Jam. 1. 2. Rom. 5. 2, 3, 4, 
Oe. Pſ. 119. 71. id 85 Wo 55 : ; | 2 : ; | 

(a) The Author giveth his Mind more clearly, when he 
ſheweth that the firſt, viz. Legal Guzlt is the Guilt of con- 
demned Priſoners out of Chriſt, who ly directly under the 
Dint of Law-Vengeance, The other , viz. Evangelical 
Guilt, is the Guilt of juſtified Perſons in Chrift, wholly ex- 
empted from the Condemnation of the Law, yet liable unto 


fatherly Chaſtiſements. See Scriptures as ove. 


© (b) He well obſerves, That Sin bringeth the Sinner un- 
der one of theſe Guilis every where, and but one of them 


any where, Oc. The plain Meaning is, that every Perſon 
is in one of the States, either of Nature, or of Grace, and | 


- rr * * "A * a — a 
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but in one of theſe ; He either belongeth to the Covenant of 


Works, (of Grace; if to the Covenant of Works, his Guils i 
Legal Guilt, which bindeth him over to the Wrath and Curſe 
of GOD. If to the Covenant of Grace, or in Chriſt, he is 
intirely freed from that Obligation, and his Sins do only 
bring him under the Obligation to ſuffer fatherly Chaſtiſe- 


ments. . 


anne ebenes 


II. Touching Pardon of Guile. 


6) A the Guilt of Sin, is its Obligation to Pu- 


niſhment, ſo is the Pardon of Sin the Diſ- 
ſolution of that Obligation; and as the Obligation 
is twofold, Legal or Evangelical, ſo al ſo is the Diſ- 
J ͤ A ⁰²¹ EEE 1 
) The Diſt inction of Legal or Goſpel Pardon dotn 
here manifeſtly proceed according to the Diſt incti- 


on of the Subject-Matter, or Thing pardoned, Le- 


gal or Goſpel Guilt of Sin; otherwiſe for the Origi- 4 


nal * or Riſe of it, all (even legal) Pardon is of 


Goſpel Grace. Y 
„% Sa .) Firſt, 


———_— — 


(a) 1 go on to the Second Head, viz. The Pardon of 


Guilt; this, as our Author well obſerves, muſt be under- 
ſtood according to the different Natures of Guilt, We 
heard before, that the Guilt of Sin is its Obligation to 
Puniſhment, and therefore the Pardon of Sia mutt be the 
diſſolving of that Obligation. The Obligation as he had 
before obſerved, is:twofold, viz. Legal, or Evangelical, and 
hence the Diſſolution of that Obligation, muſt be in like 


Manner twofold, namely Legal or Evangelical. + 


(5) Our Author founds the Diſtinction betwixt Legal and 
Goſpel Pardon, upon the Difference of the Subject- matter, 


er the Thing pardoned. I may alſo add, That the Piffin. 


() Firſt, Legal Pardon of legal Guilt, which is 
B the Diſlolution of legal Obligation to legal Puniſh- 
ment, for legal Sin, and is twofold, 
(b) 1. Fundamental in Chriſt, (as a common Per- 
ſon) of all the Elect before Faith; which lieth in 
Chriſt's making full Satisfaction for their Sins, me- 
riting Faith for them, and outmoſt Advantage of 
ſuch his Satisfaction upon their Faith 
3 (4) 2: Adi 


tion is built, in ſome Meaſure, upon the different Eftates 
of the Perſons pardoned, e'er I view theſe more. particu- 
larly, I take Notice of a judicious Remark made by our 
Author, viz. * That the original Riſe, or Source even of 
legal Pardon, is Goſpel Grace, foraſmuch as ſovereign and 
free Love is the Root of Redemption, which only opens the | 
Way to legal Pardon for Sinners; that is, unto the Pardon, 
which is freely and mercifully beftowed upon them, by ver- 
tue of the full Satisfaction which was given unto Juſtice by 
the Surety. GOD ſo loved the World, that be gave his only * 
begotten Son, &c. Job. 3. 16. 1 Jobnq. 9. | 
(a) He gives us next an Account of legal Pardon of legal 
Guilt, or that Pardon which runs in the Tenor of the Cove- 
nant of Works, and is given upon a ſatisfying to the full, the 
Demands of that Covenant, both as to the Obedience requi- 
red therein, and alſo the ſuperadded Penalty, now that it is 
broken; this, faith our Author, is the Diſſolution of legal 
Obligation, to legal Puniſhment, for legal Sin; that is, a ta- 
king off from the Sinner that Obligation to ſuffer the Curſe 
and Wrath under which he hach brought himſelf, by break- f 
ing that Covenant, which denounceth the ſame as juſtly de- 
1 by the Breach. This legal Pardon, ſaith he, is two- 
(6) r. Fundamental in Chrift (as a common Perſon) of 
all the Elect before Faith, which lyeth in Chrift's making 
full Satisfaction for their Sins, Cc. I take the Meaning to 
be, that the principal Debtors in this criminal Debt are 
| looked upon by Juftice, as in their Head, Repreſentative, 
\ and Surety. Hence the Law or broken Covenant of Works be- 
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they are utterly deftitute of this Pardon, 
| dren of Wrath, even as others. Eph. 2. 3. Tho yet being 
| conſidered in Chriſt their Surety, they enjoy the Fundamen- 


(a) 2. Afﬀual of all the Ele& in Chrift upon 
their Faith. This actual Pardon, being nothing 
elſe, but the actual Poſſeſſion in their own Perſons, 
of their fundamental Pardon in the Perſon of Cong 

10 e | This 


ing fully ſatisfied by the Surety and Life, with all that is in 
its Compaſs, being purchaſed by him at the full Value, the 
Debtors are both exemnted from the Debt, and alſo inti- 
tled to the purchaſed Grace and Glory. Our Lord Jeſus is 
ſaid to have been juſtified in Spirit, 1 Tim. 3. 16. which L 
underſtand to import, in a great Part, the Spirit of G OD, 
his declaring him (the Mediator) free, and giving him 
as it were a Diſcharge, upon the Price laid down fully 
and in the ſame Senſe he is ſaid to have been delivered for 
our Offences, and raiſed again for our Juſtification, - Rom. 


4. 25. This Pardon the Author deſigns fundamental, be- 


cauſe it is the complete Foundation of the Pardon, and 0- 4 
ther Bleſſings which the Elect do afterwards enjoy, none of 


| them were in being, when the Ground-work of all this was 
laid down in the eternal Counſel, and but few of them were 
alive when the Purchaſe was actually made, nevertheleſs 
here we have the 


Foundation of all. So much for Funda- 

mental Pardon. „„ | 255 
(a) 2. Actual Pardon (ſaith our Author) is of all the EE 
lect in Chriſt, upon their Faith, or the actual Poſſeſſion in 
their own Perſons, of their fandamental Pardon in the Per- 
ſon of Chriſt; in plain Terms all amounteth to this, fir, 
While the Elect are yet in their natural and fallen Eſtate, 
They are Chil. * 


zal Pardon which was mentioned before, or the Founda- 
tion is laid, as aforeſaid, for the Pardon they afterwards 
come to enjoy. Secondly, All this while, they remain not- 
withſtanding in the ſame Eftate with others not pardoned, *-; 
untill they be married with Chrift, or ingrafted into him, 
he only is the Door at which they enter upon the Poſſeſſion 
of Pardon, and of all the other Benefits of Redemption, Job. 
10s 9s 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22, 23. | 5 5 : Py 7 - , 


14 

This actual pardon of the legal Guilt af Belic- 
vers Sins is twofold. 5 

(a) 1. Formal, of all their Sins paſt, removing 
their legal . 
( 2. Virtual, of all their Sins to come, prevent- 

ing their legal Guilt. iy 

(c) Formal Pardon takes off legal Guilt, where 
once it was. 
: uy Virtual Pardon keeps it off, where elſe it would 

e. 


0 5 13 


4 Our Author . this abut Pardon, into 
that which is formal, and that which is virtual. 

(a) 1. Formal Pardon, is of all the bypaſt Sins of the 
Lord's Elect, and removeth the Guilt of theſe Sins; that is, 
the Siriner by formal Pardon is intirely delivered from that 
Obligation to ſuffer eternal Wrath, and the Curſe, by Reaſon 


of Sins paſt, upon the Account of a perfect Satisfaction gi- | 
ven by the Surety, in his Stead ; this is called formal Par- 
don, becauſe it hath Place in a direct and formal Way, 
whereas Sins not yet committed, cannot be ſaid to be for- 


mally pardoned. 
(b) 2. Virtual Pardon reſpects Sins to come, and prevents 
their legal Guilt ; that is, The Perſon once in a State of 


Salvation, delivered from the Curſe, and intitled to ever- | 
laſting Life, is, by vertue of Chriſt's ſtanding, ſo eſtabli- 


ſhed in that Eftate, that he ſhall never atcerwards be 
brought hack into a State of Condemnation. All this is 


cleared further, by the Compariſon which our Author 


makes betwixt theſe two Sorts of Pardon. 


(e) Formal Pardon takes of legal Guilt where once it was; 


the Meaning is, the Sinner by formal Pardon is brought out 


of an Eſtate of Condemnation, as before deſcribed, and is 


brought into an Eftate of Favour, Grace, and Salvation. 
(4) Virtual Pardon keeps that "Guilt off, where elſe it 
would be; that is, by Virtual Pardon, or by vertue of the 
laſt Adam his ſtanding, the Sinner is kept effectually from 
Wing back a into the Eftate of Condemnation from 
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Ga ) Formal Pardon takes away all the actual legal 


Guilt, contracted upon the Perſon from all Sin, 


whether inherent i in, or committed by him, before 
ns Faith. 
(H) Virtual Pardon, all Capacity from the per- 
ſon upon his Faith, not indeed of haviug in bis 
Nature, or committing in his Actions, any more 


Sin (for then could there be no Room for ſo much 


as virtual Pardon) but contracting any more ſuch 


legal Guilt, from any Sin, whether inherent in his 


Nature, or committed by him in | his AC tor 
Time to come. : 4 
(c) And, in this very Point, lying the main 
Streſs of the Controverſy, conſider bricfly (which 2 
= 4 wo _ will. 


1 


(a) Formal Pardon (ſaith our Author) takes away all the 


adtual legal Guilt contracted by Sin, whether inherent in or 


committed h/ the Perſon before his Faith; that is, from the 
very Inſtant of his believing, he is no more chargeable by 


the Threatnings of the broken Law, or broken Covenant of 
| Works, in regard all that Wrath is ſuffered, and juſtice ſa- 


tisfied by the Surety, and he is entered upon the Poſſeſſion 
of all this by his Marriage with Chrift, 

(b) Virtual Pardon taketh away from the Perſon, upon bis 
Faith, not indeed all Sin from his Nature and Actions, for 
in that Caſe there would be no Room left for Pardon ot any . 


Kind, but it is by this virtual Pardon, that neither Sin 


dwelling i in the Sinner, nor by him afterwards committed, 
ſhall ever bring him under the Condemnation and Curſe of 
the Law, as before explained, Rom. 8. 1. Gal. 3. 13. 


| 2 Cor. 1 21. 


(e) We have above two Paragraphs longer than ordinary, 


and deftinated for the Explication of the forſaid Particulars, 
"s] as containing the very 


Point wherein the main Streſs of the | 


hal nc 17 d NC 


el LOY : Tore” 


dad Curſe reſpetts the Perſon, and an Exem ption from tha: 


win much help to clear it) that (not the * Nature, 


not the Actions, but) the Perſon (according in- 
deed both to his Nature and Actions) is the pro- 
per Subject of all Law- Obligation, whether of the 
Precept to Obedience, or Threatning to Puniſh- 


ment for Diſobedience; and therefore muſt be the 


proper Subject alſo of all Law-Diſobligation, or 
Diſſolution of Law- Obligation, whether for one 
End or another. Since then a Perſon, while out 
of Chriſt, is the unhappy Subject of the moſt ſe- 
vere and rigorous Obligation, as of the Precept of 
the Law to Obedience for his Juſtification, ſo of 


the Threatning of the Law to Condemnation, and 


all legal Puniſhment for his Diſobedience ; accor- 
dingly muſt a Perſon, when in Chriſt, be the hap- 
Py Subject of the moſt gracious Diſſolution of the 


ſevere and rigorous Obligation, as of the ſame Pre- | 


cept of the Law to Obedience (not ſimply, but) 
as to Juſtification ; ſo alſo of the ſame Threatning 
of the Law (not indeed ſimply, but) as to Con- 
demnation, or any legal Puniſhment for his Diſo- 

5 EL = bedience. 
asI have formerly done, for the moſt Part, when the Peri- 
ods were ſhort, but ſhall endeavour to give in Terms more 
ſuited to a vulgar Capacity, that which I apprehend to be 
his Intent, and whereinſoever I may come ſhort, the honeſt 
Reader may view the Author. Take what I would ſay in 
the following Particulars, Fſt, To ſpeak properly, it is the 
Perſon, * and not his Nature, nor Actions, ſeparately con- 
ſidered, that is the Subject either of Guilt or Pardon, with 
reference unto his Nature and Actions; that is, the Law is 
given to Perſons properly, and chiefly, tho ſtill with relation 
unto their Nature and Actions, the Wrath denounced upon 
Breach of the Law, and binding over to the deſerved Wrath 


-— 


— 
DI. | 
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Pedience. And as from this Diſſolution of the le- 


gal Obligation of the Threatning, is the adual, 
formal Pardon or Diſſolution of the legal Obliga- 
jon of ſuch a Perſon's Sins paſt (for Sin cannot be 
or mally remitted, before it be formally committed) 
ſo from hence muſt (and cannot, but) be alſo the 
actual virtual Pardon, or Diſſolution of the legal 
Guilt or Obligation of ſuch a Perſon's Sins to come. 
Vet as the Precept in the Hand of Chriſt ſtill 


binds to Obedience upon Goſpel-Grounds, and to 


Goſpel- Ends and Purpoſes, (though not for Juſtifi- 
cation) ſo the Threatning in the Hand of Chriſt, 

2 8 „ ſtill 
Obligation, whether to ſuffer Wrath or fatherly Chafliſe- 
ment; that Exemption, I ſay, is given to the Perſon, and 
ſtill reſpecteth him, according as he is differently ſtated, 


Both Precepts and Treatnings, of whatſoever kind, are 


to be thus underſtood... | | 3 

Secondly, All, and every one while out of Chriſt, do ly 
intirely under the Covenant of Works, as now violated, and 
therefore are wholly under the ſtrict Obligation unto the 
perfect Obedience demanded therein, and do alſo remain, 
in like manner, wholly under the Dint of that Wrath which 
is threatned and denounced upon the Breach of that Law, 
or Covenant, Deut. 27, 26. . 

+ Thirdly, In Conſequence hereunto, all and every one 
who are in Chriſt, are thereby intirely delivered from the 
Law as a Covenant of Works, not indeed from the Obligation 


to obey it, Rom. 3.31. But from all Obligation to that O- 


bedience for intitling him to Life, and alſo from all Obliga- 
tion to ſuſfer Wrath, and the Curſe, whether for Sins paſt, | - 
preſent or to come. The Grounds and Reaſons are plain, 
viz. The Lord Jeſus the Surety, in whom the Perſons, I 
ſpeak of, are ingrafted, he, I ſay, as Surety, hath in their 
ſtead completely ſatisfied and performed every Thing that's 
contained within the Compaſs of that Covenant; and there- 


Law, as it is the Matter of the Covenart of Works, 4 


fore it is that the Believer hath nothing more to do with the 


ſtill binds (though not to Condemnation or any le- 
gal Puniſhment, yet) upon Goſpel Grounds, and 
for Goſpel Ends and Purpoſes, to Goſpel Chaſtiſe- 
ments for Diſobedience in Sins to come: Which Sins 
when they come, as they derive a new Goſpel Guilt 
(though no new legal Guilt) upon the Perſon; ſo 
they need a new Goſpel Pardon (though no new legal 
Pardon, nor indeed are capable of it.) Therefore, 
(a) Secondly, Goſpel Pardon of Goſpel Guilt, is the Diſ- 
On __- ſolution 


 Fourthly, The Lord Jeſus having ſatisfied, as aforeſaid, all} 


the Demands of that Covenant, hath, ſhall I ſo expreſs it, 

the Covenant intirely in his own Hand, as being fully anſwe- 
red by him; and hence the Believer hath nothing more to 
do with that Law or Covenant ina Way of Juſtice, neverthe- 


leſs that ſame Law, which is the Matter of the Covenant of | 
Works, hath its manifold Uſe in Chriſt's Hand; for 1/7, The 


Precepts bind the Believer to Obedience, but altogether 
upon Goſpel Grounds, and for Goſpel Ends, to teſtify his 
Gratitude for the great Deliverance beſtowed upon him, 
as alſo to ſerve out his Apprenticeſhip for Heaven, in a Way 
of the Obedience of Faith. 24h, The Threatnings in 
Chriſt's Hand are likewiſe neceſſary and uſeful, upon the 
ſame Goſpel Grounds, and for the like Goſpel Ends and 
Pur poſes; that is, though he be intirely delivered from 
Wrath, whether for indwelling or actual Sin, paſt, preſent, 
or to come, yet the Puniſhments threatned may be and are 
inflicted upon him, as fatherly Chaſtiſements, proceeding 
from everlaſting Love, and ordered for his Amendment. 
24ly, As by formal Goſpel Pardon, fatherly Reſentments for 
Sins paſt are taken off, ſo upon the Commiſſion of Sins after- 
ward, the Sinner ſtill ſtands in need of new Goſpel Pardon, 
which alſo he obtains upon renewed Applications to GOD 
in Chriſt, by Faith, yet all this while he is intirely free 
from /-gal Guzlt, and never ftandeth in need of legal Pardon 
for , whether inherent or actual, preſent, paſt, or to 


(e, >ccondly, Goſpel Pardon of Goſpel Guilt, is the Difſo- 


ſolution of Goſpel Obligation to Goſpel Chaſtiſe- 


E 


ment for Goſpel Sin. For as there is legal or Go- 
ſpel Obedience, according to legal or Goſpel Pre- 
cepts; ſo againſt ſuch Precepts there is legal br Go- 
pel Sin. The Nature of this Goſpel Pardon will the 
better appear, in the manifold Differences of it 
trom legal Pardon, ſuch as theſe that follow. 

(a) 1. Goſpel Pardon is an Act of mere Mercy of 
GOD as a Father, only upon the Interceſſion of 
Chriſt, improving therein his Merit with the —4 

by . e ther, 


lution of Goſpel Obligation to Goſpel Chaſtiſement, Cc. 
Take the Meaning in theſe few Poſitions; 19, The Law is 


conſidered either as the Matter of the Covenant of Works, 


or as a Rule of Heart and Life, preſcribed to the Belie- 
ver, by the Lord Jeſus. In the firſt Senſe it hath its rela- 
tion only to theſe who are out of Chriſt, and every Tranſ- 


greſſion infers legal Guilt ; that is, binds over the Tranſgreſ- 
ſor to the Wrath and Curſe, as before mentioned. In the 


other, the Tranſgreſſion bringeth the Tranſgreſſor only un- 
der the Obligation to ſuffer fatherly Chaſtiſement, from e- 
verlaſting Love, and for Amendment. 2dly, According to 
the Differences of Guilt, as already mentioned; we are to 
under ſtand the Nature of the ſeveral Diſſolutions or Pardo- 


nings of that Guilt, namely, Legal Pardon freeth the Guilty _ | 


from denounced Wrath, becauſe the Law or Covenant of | 
Works is completely ſatisfied by the Surety. Goſpel Pareen dy 
delivereth the Believer from the Effects of fatherly Diſplea- ® 
ſure, to which his Goſpel Sins had expoſed him. Our Author 


enters now upon a further Declaration of the Nature of 


Goſpel Pardon, by aſſigning ſundry Differences betwixt it 
and legal Pardon, wherein I ſhall endeavour to trace him, 
without tranſcribing his Words. 3 

(a) 1. He teacheth us, 1ſt, That Goſpel Pardon is an Act 
of mere Mercy, which I und erſtand as the ſame is beſtowed 
upon the Sinner, otherwiſe in ſo far as it is purchaſed by the 
Mediator, it may be thought an Act ot Juſtice with reſpe& 
to him, in regard That and every Thing elſe pertaining ” | 


. ad N s 
6 


ther, for dealing with his Members in this Regard 

alſo as Children; Goſpel Guile needing not for its 
Goſpel Pardon, any legal Satisfaction. 

) Legal Pardon is a Sentence of Abſolution from 
| GOD as a judge, both from his Juſtice and Mer- 


cy, upon both the Merit and Satisfaction of Chriſt, 


Im- 
Salvation is purchaſed by him, and thus I underftand the 
Scriptural Expreſſion, 1 Joh. 1. 9. He is faithful and juſt 10 


Forgive us our Sins. 2dly, That it is beſtowed only upon theſf 


Interceſſion of Chriſt, &c. which, as our orthodox Divines 
teach, conſiſts (as we in our Weakneſs exprels) in his pre- 
ſenting his complete Purchaſe and Merit before the Father, 
and craving the purchaſed Bleſſings, particularly this of Par- 
don, as his Right upon the Purchaſe, Joh. 17. 24. Father J 
will, Kc. 34), The Lord dealeth herein with the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's myſtical Body, as Child ren, viz. from ever- 
| lafting Love, and for their Good. 4thly, He ſheweth that 

Goſpel Guilt, into which the Believer falleth from Time to 
Time, needeth not any legal Satisfaction for the Pardon 
thereof. Beyond Doubt this and all the other Benefits o 


Redemption are founded originally upon legal Satisfaction, 


and Merit, whereby they are purchaſed ; But foraſmuch as 
the Sinner, being in Chriſt, is intereſted fully in that le 
gal and can never fall off from his Intereft therein, he 


wanteth no new legal Satisfaction for renewed Goſpel Guilt. 


(a) Legal Pardon (not to repeat our Author's Words) is 
compriſed ſummarily in theſe Particulars, which I take to 
he the Contents of this Section; 18, It is a Sentence of Ab- 


5 ſolution paſſed by GOD the Father as a Judge, abſolvingg 


the Sinner from Law Vengeance, upon a ſull Satisfaction 


given. 2d) He aſſerteth it to be founded both upon Ju- 
ſtice, and Mercy; Mercy, as freely beſtowed upon the Sin- 


ner, and Juſtice, as fully purchaſed by the Redeemer 


3d iy, The Conveyance of this legal Pardon is alſo made u 


pon the Redeemer's Interceſſion, or his Pleading, as afore 


ſaid, u pon his Satisfaction and Merit. qthly, The Objea$ 


of this Jeg Vardon, or the Perſons upon whom it is 2 


— 


im 
100 


pe E 0 
improved upon his Interceſſion for condemned Pri- 
ſoners of Law, but ele& Priſoners, to be ſo made 
is Members, and his Father's Children. 4:9 
(a) 2. Goſpel Guilt is ſometimes wholly pardo- 
ned, ſometimes but in Part, partly remitted, partly 
etained. Such was David's Guilt of Adultery and 
lurder, and ſuch its Pardon, partly remitted: 
he LORD put away his Sin (the Goſpel Guilt 
of his Stn) ſo that he died not in his own Perſon, 
and partly retained, for he was chaſtned for it, in 
TD. os —— 


1. — — —kꝛͤ — —— 
d, come under a twofold Conſideration in this Matter: 
They are here conſidered as condemned Priſoners of 
aw; that is, Pannels juſtly ſentenced to ſuffer the Wrath 
o come, for violating the Law, or breaking the Covenant 
f Works, but now pardoned upon a complete Satisfaction to 
he Law, whereunto they have their Recourſe by Faith in 
he Redeemer. 2. They are conſide red as ele@ Priſoners, 
ithin the Compaſs of the Decree of Election, or under- 
Raken for in the eternal Counſel of Peace, and therefore to 
de made Members of Chriſt's myflical Body, or Children 
le-þf G OD, Rom. 8. 29, 30, Cc. Acts 13. 48. and 2. 47. 

hey He next inſtitutes a Compariſon betwixt Goſpel Guilt and 
PTT... ( 
is (=) 2. Goſpel Guilt (faith he) is ſometimes wholly pardo- 
Fed, ſometimes but in Part, Cc. and inflanceth Davids 
utlt of Adultery and Murder. The plain Meaning is, firſt, 
ng hat ſometimes, and ordinarly the Lord removeth the 
ion Thaſtiſcment of his Children, and lifteth up the Light of 
iis Countenance, and befioweth Acceſs to himſelf upon 
hem, when humbled for their Sins, confeſſing them, and 
ergeturning to their former Courſe of Faith and Holineſs, 1 
ub. 2. 1, 2. Hof. 5. 15; this is his more ordinary Diſpen- 
reation. Secondly, At other Times, and in other Inſtances, 
ac keeps the Sinner, though pardoned, under ſome father- 
why Reſentments, long after the Pardon, if not as to his own 
edFerſon, yet in his Family; this was the Caſe of David, 


2 Sam- 


the Death of his adulterous Iſſue, 2 Sam. 12. a 
well as otherwiſe, by his Son Abſalom there alſc 
nn. 8 . 
(a) Legal Guilt is always either wholly pardoned 
or wholly unpardoned, either all remitted, or no 
at all, that having Place here, il ſolvitur niſi totu 
() 3. Goſpel Guilt may be remitted as contractec 
nd often. 
(c) Legal Guilt, however contracted is remitte 
altogether at once, and but once. 
(ad) 4. Goſpel Guilt, when, and in ſo far _ pa 
„„ donec 


— 


2 Sam. 12. Vet there is nothing here that entrencheth 
pon everlaſting Love, and fatherly Mercy, for all this is o 
dered to the Sinner's Good, though the V indication of t! 
LOR D's Honour, and the ſetting more awful Beacons! 
pon noted Tranſgreſhons, requireth ſuch a Diſpoſure, 
was in the Caſe of David, _ Oo Ei 

(a) Legal Guilt is always either wholly pardoned, ( 


wholly unpardoned, c. The Meaning is clear, the Sinn 


is either intirely delivered from Wrath and the Curſe, 
is intirely under them, there is no middle Eſtate. 


() 3. Goſpel Guilt may be remitted as contracted, ©} 


that is, as Believers, by their Sins, do bring themſelves u 


der fatherly Chaſtiſements, to they are delivered from the 


Chaſtnings, upon their Repentance, and Returning, in 
continued Courſe from Time to Time, „ 


(c) Legal Guilt, however contracted, is remitted altogf 


ther, Cc. that is, in whatſoever Manner elect Sinners cc 
tract the Debt of Sin, whenſoever they are united to Chri 
all this Debt is taken off from them at once, and but on( 
in regard that by vertue of their Marriage to Chrift, t 


full Satisfaction he gave to offended Juſtice becomes the 


by Imputation, or, it is reckoned upon their Score. 
(4) 4. Gojpel Guilt, when, and in ſo far as pardoned, is 
ways pardoned formally and in itſelf, I take the Authc 


Meaning to be, That virtual Pardon hath no Place in | - 


. ˙ ee ed xo . r 
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a1 doned, is always pardoned formally, and in itſelf } 
21(d firſt by Goſpel Tranſgreſſion removed off, and then by 
| Goſpel Grace redounding upon the Perſon, By. 
(a) Legal Guilt is pardoned, partly formally, and 
in itſelf, as in all Sins foregoing Juſtification, 
partly virtually, and in the Perſon, as in all Sins 
folowing Juſtification. 'In thoſe, their legal Guilt 


ned 
* NO 
tu 


Tec 


tte —— —D ' — = 
ſpel Gualt, as it certainly hath in that Guilt which is legal; 
for when, and to whomſoever legal Pardon is beſtowed, for 
Sins paſt, and preſent, they are not only delivered from 
Condemnation for theſe Sins, but ſhall over and above never 
be brought under Condemnation for Sins to come, as was 
often mentioned before, and will fall in to be confidered af- 
terward, But as to Goſpel Pardon of Goſpel Sins, this Con- 
nection will not hold, for the Reaſoning proceeds not, viz. 
The LORD as a compaſſionate Father, hath delivered 
8 the believing Sinner from his Diſcountenance, and other 
Effects of a fatherly Diſpleaſure for Sins paſt, and therefore 
he ſhall never be brought under ſuch Diſcountenance for 
Sins yet to come. This were directly contrary unto his 
declared Conduct, Pſal. 89. 29, 30, 31. Our Author ex- 
; plaineth the Method of this Pardon in what remains of the 
Section, viz. It, that is, Goſpel Pardon, is given by Goſpel 
| Tranſgreſſion removed off from the Perſon, I underftand the 
hl faking off from him, theſe heavy Loads of Trouble whatſo- 


in ever, Which he is brought under by fatherly Chaſtiſements z 
and ext, by Goſpel Grace redounding upon him; that is, 

oo the ſpecial and diſtinguiſhing Effects of redeeming Love, 

c and free Mercy largely imparted to him. | 3 

ri (a) Legal Guilt is pardoned, partly formally, Cc. Or, 

nd Fir, That Condemnation to which Sin binds over the Sin- 


ner, by reaſon of the broken Covenant of Works, is taken 
gel wholly off by Juſtification, as to all Sins preceeding the 
ſame; that is, all the Sins which were committed by the 
Perſon before his being interefted in Chriſt, and as to fol- 
oh lowing Sins they are pardoned virtually, or, as was often ob- 
ſerved before, the Belieyer ſhall never be brought 5 | 


fo removed from, as if it never had redounded u- 
pon the Perſon : In theſe their legal Guile ſo remo- 
ved from the Perſon, as it never can redound upon 
it, the Perſon being now a priveledged Perſoa in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and no more chargeable with legal 
gar than Chriſt bimſelf. OE 

(a) For as Perſonal Union in Chriſt, everlaſting- 
Iy preveats the reſulting of its proper Perſonality 


out. 


— — 


Condemnation for them. Secondly, In theſe, viz. Sins pre- 


ceeding Juſtification, the legal Guilt, or the Sinner's Obli- 


g1tion to ſuffer eternal Wrath, is ſo quite removed, as it 


he had never been brought under ſuch an Obligation, 
Which our Author expreſſes by redounding upon the Per- 
ſon. Tbirdly, In theſe, that is, the Sins following Juſtifica- 
tion, the legal Guilt is ſo removed (faith he) that it never 


again redounds, or, he is ſo delivered from Wrath and the ch 


Curſe, that he ſhall neyer be brought again under them, he . 


gives us the Reaſon of all this in the Cloſe of the Sections, 
Letters (4), Pages 22, 23. In regard the Pcrſon is now a 
Priviledged Perſon, being in Jeſus Chrift, and no more 
chargeable with legal Guilt than Chriſt himſelf; that is, our 


Lord Jeſus having attoned ſuſtice to the full, is no more | 


chargeable with the Debt unto it, which he took upon him- 
| ſelf inftead of ele& Sinners; and foraſmuch as this Acquit- 
ment was given unto him, as a publick Perſon, repreſenting, 
dis Elect, they are no more chargeable with that Guilt, 
than he himſelf is: And by their Marriage to, or Ingraft- 


ment in him, they are entred upon the Poſſeſſion of this 


edge 


(a) Our Author deduces this further in the following Se- 


Aion, I ſhall not tranſcribe his Words; That which I take 
to be his Meaning, I repreſent in theſe two Poſitions, F:r/t, 
The Perſonal Union of the human Nature with Chrift the 


ſecond Perſon of the adorable Trinity, is indiſſolvable, and 


he having ſatisfied Juſtice, can never be again charged with 


a2 Debt fully paid, and therefore his ſecond coming ſhall be 


I” without Sin, Heb, 9, 28. chat is, withaut Sin imputed, to 


Ti} 


out of his humane Nature ſo united, which out of 
all other Natures not ſo united, immediately re- 
ſults; ſo Myſtical Vaion with Chriſt everlaſtingly 


prevents the redounding of legal Guile upon the 
Perſon ſo united, from his ſinful Nature and A- 
ions, which from all other ſuch Natures and A- 
tions of Perſons not ſo united, immediately te- 
dounds. SE Og 


(a) 5: Faith is the only inſtrumental Means, or 


cau- 


— * 


him, which yet was imputed at his firſt coming. Secondly, 
It follows neceſſarly from this, that they who are myſtical- 
ly united with Chriſt, or married to him, tho they have a 
ſinful Nature, and ſinful Actions, yet do enjoy this great 


Benefit by the Union, that legal Guili can never again be 


charged upon them, which Guilt is flill chargeable upon 


theſe, who are not in this State of Union, and do therefore 
ly directly under the Curſe of the Law, which only is re- 


moved by the Union or Marriage as before mentioned. A 


Woman not yet married to a great and rich Perſon conti- 
nues ſtill chargeable with her perſonal Debt, while in a ſin- 
gle Eftate, but how ſoon ſhe is married, from that very 


loment ſhe is no more actionable, or in plainer Terms, ſhe 
an no more be purſued; The Purſuit, it intented, muſt be 


made againſt the Husband and in this Caſe, foraſmuch as 
he Husband hath fully ſatisfied for the criminal Debt, there I 


5 no more Room for any Purſuit of the one, or other, Who 
ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of G 0 D's Ele? tis GOD 


Flat juſtifieth, who is be that condemneth. Rom. 8. 33. 34. 


(a) 5. The Author proceeds next to give us an Account 
pf the Place which Faith, Repent ance, and the Fruits thereof 
ave in the diſpenſing of this great Salvation. Fazth (ſaith 


e) Hirſi, is the only inftrumental Mean or cauſal Condi- 


ion of legal Pardon, The Terms are not obvious, and 
me of them ſound à little harſhly 3 for repreſenting the 
rue State of the Matter, I offer ſome Remarks, 1. In the 
anagement of the great Buſineſs of Juſtification, it pleaſe 


* 


* 
- 
o 
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1 CC ͤ 
cauſal Condition of legal Pardon, + Repentance 
(godly Sorrow for Sin, and Amendment of Life) 

the Con ſequent of this Pardon, as the Effect of that 
—_— a ONE | 

(a) Re. 


eth the LOR D by his Word and Spirit to purſue the Sin- 
ner, and to ſet home upon his Conſcience the juſt Debt 
both of Obedience and Puniſhment, 2. Upon this Charge 
he muſt plead either guilty, or not: He cannot plead not 
guilty, neither is he in any Caſe for performing the requi 
red Obedience, being in a State of. ſpiritual Death. 3 
Foraſmuch as he cannot but plead guilty, Juſtice requires: 
Satisfaction for the Guili, and a full Performance of the O 
bedience commanded, 4. The Sinner hath nothing of thi; 
that's his own, nor can he raiſe it from himſelf, or the whol: 
Creation. 5. It is complete in Chriſt, to whom he hat! 
his Recourſe. 6. This he pleads by Faith, and the Plea i 


accepted, and holds in the Court of Juſtice. The full Sa 


tisfaction of the Demands of Juſtice, upon the Covenant 
Works, is in this Manner imputed unto him, or cometh t. 


be reckoned upon his Score. I underftand no more, or nf 


thing higher to be imported in the inſtrumental Mean off 
cauſal Condition, Cc. all amounts to this, vi, The Sing 
ner having no other Plea, and having betaken himſelf un 

this, under the Influence of Omnipotent and inſuperabl 

Power, the Plea is accepted in the Court of Juſtice, as: 
foreſaid, and the Pannel receives the Benefit of legal Pa 
don, or of Pardon founded upon, and ifluing from a full S 
tisfaction of the Law's Claim of a broken Covenant. of Work 


+ Secondly, He goes on to Repentance, which neceflarlj 


followeth upon Faith. There is a Sort of legal Repenta 
which goeth before it, whereby I mean, the Sinner's beir 
put to a Stand, as ſeeing Hell and Wrath before him, | 


trembleth to go forward, and yet he can by no Means he 


himſelf, nevertheleſs he is thereby brought to be of an 


ther and better Mind, or is fo far made to come to himſe}} 


that he ſees a Charge is abſolutely neceſſary, Luke 15. 
But Goſpel . ere is the Effect of ſaving Faith, and 
Conſequent of Pardon, as our Author well expreſſeth 
4 a ; U 


- 
1 a a> « —_— * 8 


ace 


N (tw) 5 


(0 Repentance (Goſpel Sorrow for Sin, and Re- 


fe) turn to Child-like Obedience) as well as Faith, the 
ath Means of Goſpel Pardon, or Diſſolution of the Obli- 

f oe Ep nn gation 
!!!.. ð EE ne = _ 
— |} Diſplays of the Glory of Chrift, Faith in him, a grateful 
in- Senſe of the ineftimable Benefit of Pardon, and other ſuch 
ebtY Conſiderations, prove melting to the Soul, and carry it 
rge out into the ſweeteſt Strains of godly Sorrow, Zech. 12. 10. 
ot 2 Cor. 7. 11. Luke 7. 47. Much like (ſo far as the weak 
juiſ Reſemblance can go) unto a Rebel and Traitor, who is at 
3 the Point of being executed, by a moſt juft Sentence, and 
es 


yet obtains a full and free Pardon; The ſurpriſing Mercy. 
OZ imprefſeth him with a Senſe of the dreadfull Enormity of 
thif his Rebellions, beyond what can be eaſily cloathed with 

hold Words. 3. The Author gives us, in this Section, a ſhort , 


uatly Account of Evangelical Repentance. Pleaſe take the Dedu- 


ction in a few Words; if Doubts be moved (as readily they 


Sa] will be) about the Faith of the Pannel, whether it be of the 
2: 0F right Stamp, the Sorrows before deſcribed manifeſt its Sin- 
h ty cerity, and theſe Sorrows are fitly deſigned by our Author, 
nl Godly Sorrows: Again, if the Sorrows be queſtioned, they 
1 of are evidenced by a ſuitable Amendment, in regard Sin he- 
Sin comes gradually weaker, both as to the Root and Branches, 
unt thro the Exerciſe of this Sorrow, under a Divine Influence. 
ably (a) The following Section is crouded with a great deal of 


as M Matter, and many interjected Sentences, I ſhall endea vour 
Pa to give my Readers the Subſtance of it in the following Aſ- 
184 ſertions; 1. Our Author in his Way gives us a ſhort but 


ork — ehenſive Deſcription of that Repentance which is the 


far Effect of ſaving Faith, viz. that it conſiſts much, fir#, In 
tan Goſpel Sorrow for Sin, or that Sorrow which iſſueth from 
dei ſome believing Views of the Glory of Chriſt, and the Ap- 
„ prehenſion of Mercy through him, Zecb. 12, 10. Luke 22. 


he 61. Secondly, In a Return to child- like Obedience, viz. that 
an] Obedience which proceeds from the Love of Chrift, and 
nic} ſome grateful Senſe of Mercy, through him, and other the 
like noble and Child-becoming Sources, all influenced bx 

Faith, 2 Cor.5. 14. Philip. 3.12, 13, 14. Aſſertion 2. He teach» Þ 
eth us, that Fazth, as before mentioned, influencing the 


8 
gation of Goſpel! Threatning, for Goſpel Sin, to Goſpel 
Puniſhment, i. e. fatherly Chaſtiſements: Or (in 
yet plainer Engliſp) of avoiding the Chaſtiſements | 
of GOD (which are often very ſevere upon his 
We. BG. Chil- 


Soul unto the Sorrow and Obedience, juſt now deſcribed, 
is the Mean both fur preventing of Goſpel Chaſtiſement, and 
allo of the Removal of the ſame, when inflitted. He gives 
us good and ſolid Reaſons of both theſe; as to the firſt, 
namely, avoiding the Chaſtiſements before mentioned, cal- 
Jed by our Author a Diſſolution of the Obligation of Goſpel MM. 
Threatning for Goſpel Sin, to Goſpel Puniſhment, This Ex- It 
erciſe of Faith and Repentance, already deſcribed, is the hap- If. 
Pj Mean for preventing the forementioned Chaſtiſements 

| (which otherwiſe are often ſharp) becauſe in this Caſe the 
main Ends for which the LOR D inflicts Goſpel Puniſh. I u 
| ment are already attained, and ſo foraſmuch as the Work Id 
and Buſineſs is (to ſpeak ſo) already done to the LOR D's Im 
. Hand, there is not ordinarly great Neceſſity for them, his Foz 
Children being already in the Exerciſe of that Faith, Love, Im 
Repentance and New Obedience, the Retrival whereof is Ig. 
thereby deſigned, | ſay, in ordinary Cales, becauſe in Ca- Ish 
fes more extraordinary, the LOR D diſpenſeth divers aw- FC 
ful Strokes for Tryal, as in the Caſes of Fob and Heman; fy 
nevertheleſs as ſuch Providences are more extraordinary, ci 
fo they are ordered for great Diſcoveries, both of the Glo- C 
ry of Chrift, and the Weakneſs and Sinfulneſs of the Crea- Ith 
ture, raiſing it to a much higher Pitch of Grace, and for {th 
other Ends which | ſhaii net trace in this Manner. So Im- 
much for inſtructing the firſt Branch, v3. that they are fcy 
the Means for avoiaing Chaftiſements. Touching the o- 
| ther, viz. The LOR D's reducing his Children unto that 
| Goſpel and Child-bzcoming Aw, Order and Obſequiouſ- fth, 
neſs, from which they had declined, he gives this ſolid and 
WM ſweet Reaſon, o. that Goſpel Threatnings, in this Event, 

| 

| 
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had not been effe ctual to keep them in Order, but they had 
declined and ſtrayed, notwithſtanding of ſuch Threatnings, 


and therefore the threatned Goſpel Puniſhments were nece\- 
ry, P/al. 89. 29, 30, 31, Bee Amos 3. 2. The whola pf 
ll , n. 


5 . 
el Children) the main Work and Buſineſs of Goſpel 
in ¶ chaſtiſement, being ſo done to the Hand of GO D, 
ts which is, by Execution of Goſpel Chaſtiſement upon 
is them, to reduce his Children into that Goſpel Aw, 
il- and Order, wherein by the Goſpel Threatnings of 
them only, they would not be kept, and which 
d, Goſpel Chaſtiſements he hath always in a Readineſs 
nd by him, in that Variety, and with that Severi- ©? 
5 Wty, that legal Puniſhments would be altoge- 


X- this may be made manifeſt, by the Dealings of wiſe and af. 
P- fectionate Parents towards their Children, who do not pu- 
ats Wniſh them while they are in a Courſe of Obedience, not- 
he Ewithftanding Weakneſs and Failures attending it: But 
- when fatherly Threatnings prevail not to keep them in Or- 
rk der, they are under a Neceſſity to puniſh, as aforeſaid. So 
Ds much for the 2. Aſſertion. Aſſertion 3. If any ſhould except 
his For object, that the Believer's Freedom from legal Puniſhments 
ve, may open a Door, and furniſh Handles for his taking the 
is greater Latitude. Our Author removes this Difficulty, by 1 
-a- ſbewing us, firſt, That the LORD and Father of his 
W- Children hatha great Variety of Goſpel Chaſtiſe ments al- 
n; ways ina Readineſs by him. Secondly, That theſe are ſuffi- 
ry, ficient in his Hand, and through his Grace, for keeping his 
lo- Children in a ſuitable Aw and Subjection, and a bringing 
ea- them back thereunto from their Declinings and Strayings 3 _ 
for this alſo is evident by the Compariſon ot a fatherly Manage- 
So Fiment in Families amongſt Men, where there is a Sufficien- 
are ſcy of Means, through the Divine Bleſſing, for keeping Chil- 
o- dren to the Poſture that becomes them, though ſuch Pu- 
Iniſhments as are inflifted by the Magiftrate, have no Place 
there. Aſſertion 4. He inſtitutes a Compariſon betwixt 
legal Puniſhments and Goſpel Chaſtiſements ; and ſheweth firſt, 
hat legal Punijhments are improper and uſeleſs in that Fa= :; 
mily, which our LOR D manageth as a Father towards his 
hildren by Adoption, and the New Birth, becauſe ſuch * 
- Puniſhments are not proportioned to Goſpel Deſigns and *. 
Purpoſes, in regard the Springs of Child-becoming-obedi- 


Children, bur when there is, nor further than 


5 ( 

ther as improper and uleleſs to his mixt ju- 
ſtice and Mercy, as a Father towards the compaſ- t 
ſing of his Goſpel Deſigns and Purpoſes, upon his Chil 
dren, as Goſpel Chaſtiſements would be to his oy 6 
Juſtice as a Judge, towards the Attainment of his 
legal Aims and Ends upon his Enemies; nor are 
_ thoſe Goſpel Chaſtiſements uſed by him towards his 


there is, Need, 1 Pet. 1. 6. for the effecting of 
ſome ſuch Good, as in an ordinary Way of his Pro 
vidence could no otherwiſe be brought about. I 

— „„ . * Some 
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ence, are Faith, Love, Gratitude, and ſuch like, and not Sla 

viſh Fear and Terror, Rom. 8. 15. Gal. 4. 4. 5. Secondly 
Goſpel Chatiſements are, upon the other Hand, as much un 
| ſuitable to the Ends of his Diſpenſations towards theſe whe 
are out of Chriſt, and therefore his Enemies, becauſe he 
treats theſe as a Judge doth the tranſgreftors of the Law 
and therefore in a Way of Fuſtice ; whereas, Goſpel Chaſtiſe 
ments preſuppoſe the Relation of Children to a Father, and 
ſuch Dilcipline in the Houle proceeds from everlaſting 
Love, and is ordered for Good, This alſo may be illuſtra 
ed from the former Reſemblance of Fathers towards thei — 
Children, which needs not to be again repeated. Aﬀpertio 
5. Our Author tcackes us in the Cloſe of this Seton, thaffſc: 
the LORD uſeth not theſe Golpel Chaſtiſements towardyth 
his Children, ſave when there is Need, and carryetibe 
them not further than the Neceſſity requireth, 1 Pet. 1. Idi. 
and he deſcribes this Neceſſity by the End to which they arꝗ fr. 
deſtinated, nmel, the eretting of ſome ſuch Good as could w 
not otherwiis have been brought to paſs, in an ordinarCi 
Way of the LOR 's Providence; beyond doubt thF1c 
LORD could have brought that Good to paſs withouſ ve 
ſuch Chaſtiſements, by his ahſolute Power, but we may noſ pa 
take our Meaſures from thence, and ought to judge gas 
Theſe Matters, and raiſe our Expectations according to th fic 
ual Methods of Providence ſet down in the Word. Im 


— 
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* Some other Differences might be offered, but 
theſe being the Principal, will afford a ſufficiently 
large Proſpect, into both the Neceſlity, and Na- 
ture of theſe two ſo different Kinds of Pardon. 


Our Author concludes this Part, by ſhewing, that o- 

her Differences betwixt Legal and Goſpel Pardon might 
have been aſſigned, but that theſe are the Principal, and 
do afford large Proſpects both of the Neceſſity and Nature 


offlof the one and other. 
eee eee 
III. Touching Prayer for Pardon. 

Sla EE | 5 | . 

ad ly 


(a) . | \ HE Removal of the Fundamental, Habi- 


J = _ tual Guilt of Sin, the Deſert of Puniſh- -" 
wy be ent, is not to be prayed for by any, whether in * 
or out of Chriſt. Deſert of Puniſhment being of 


he very Nature of Sin itſelf (and not only by the 
anꝗq Conſtitution of GOD thereabout ) altogether 
ſtra: „„ | 23 | _—_—— 
thei — — 5 | — — — 
tio (a) This Section appears to me to be fo clear, that it 
thaIſcarcely requires a Comment, I only repreſent in a Word, 
/ardthat the Law or Covenant of Works maketh no Diſtinction 
-yetbetwixt Sin and the Sinner, as to the Sin 3. our Author ju- 
1. Adiciouſſy aſſerts that *tis Deſert (namely of Wrath) iſſueth 
ard from its Nature, as well as from the Divine Conſtitution 
-oul4 which hath annexed Death unto it, in the full Extent and 
inaryCompaſs of the Term, Deut. 26. 27. Rom. be 23. Gal. 3. 
- thJ10. Guilt, in this Senſe, and is (ſhall I ſo expreſs it) of the 
thouſ very Nature of Sin, effential unto it, and therefore inſe- _ + 
y nofparable from it. This every Believer acknowlgdgeth, and 
ge igas he improves in Faith, and the Fruits thereof, the Perſua- 
o thd fion hereof is the ſtronger, the more clear and full; ſo 
1 much for the Sin. Touching the Sinner, The Law, or . 


£4 


\ A Kc. That is, in plain Terms, they ought to pray for Deli- 


inſeparable from Sin; thoſe in Chriſt are to pray 
to GOD to remove that Sin from them, whoſe 
Deſert of Paniſhment cannot be removed from it, 
and to ſpread their Sins before the LORD, in the 
higheſt Senſe of the deepeſt Demerit of all legal 
' Puniſhment, that ſo they may put the higher, both 
Accent upon the free Grace of GOD, and Eſtimate 
upon the full Satisfaction of Chriſt, whereby their 
Perſons are ſo fully freed from all actual Obligation 
to any of that legal Puniſhment, the whole and out- 
- moſt whereof their Sins ſo deeply deſerve. 
(a) The Removal of the Actual formal Guilt, or 
Diſſolution of its actual Obligation to legal Puniſh: 
venant of Works knoweth no Difference betwixt him and the 
Sin, but layeth all that Puniſhment upon the Sinner, which 
it denouncetn; but the Goſpel, and that only, puts the Dit 
ference, ſhewing, that Sin retains its full Demerit, as afore- 
faid, and that yet the Sinner is intirely delivered from 
Wrath, through the Interpoſition of the Surety, into whoſe 
Purchaſe he is intereſted by Faith. The Remains of this 


Section are very clear, and ſweet, and need no Expoſition, 
Our Author well obſerves, at the Cloſe of the Section, that 


my wn es o Mo» = 
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the Perſons of Believers are freed from all actual Obligations 


to legal Puniſhment, or from that Wrath, which is due u- 


pon the Account of Sin, and this, with the Acknowledg- 
ment of its rea! Deſert, as aforeſaid, layeth a ſure and ſufh: 
eient Foundation for all theſe Acknowledgments, which 
are ſo nervouſly expreſſed by our Author, that my poor 
Comment would but darken them, only he (the Believer, 
wanteth not to pray for Deliverance from legal Guilt, or 


Math, due for the Breach of the Covenant of Works, in re- 


ga rd he is already ſaved from that Wrath. LE 
(a) The Import of this Paragraph the Reader may take 
in theſe following Poſitions, firſt, All who are out of Chriſt 
ought to pray for the Removal of the A#ual formal Guilt, 


1 — 


ment thoſe out of Chriſt are to pray for, As 8. 
22, 23. and that both formal, of all their Sins paſt, 
and virtual, of all their Sins to come, there being 


as well Promiſe upon their Faith of never coming 


into Condemnation again, Joh. 5. 24. as of being 


freed from Condemnation at preſent, Joh. 3. 18. . | 
and even ſuch their Prayer may prevail as Prayer, 


though 3 


verance trom the Wrath to come, and from all the Curſes 
of the Law, or all theſe Curſes to which the broken Covenant 
of Works binds them over, Ads 8. 22, 23. Secondly, This 
they ought to do, both as to formal and virtual Guilt. | take 
the Meaning to be, that they ſhould pray for the forementio + 
ned Deliverance, both with reſpect to the Sins, which they 
have already committed, and are paſt, and alſo with Relati- 


on to the Sins which are yet to come, in Caſe of the Conti- 


nuance of Life. Thirdly, Our Author's Reaſon clears this to 
be his Meaning, it amounts to this, in Sum, vi. that the Pro- 
miſes of Deliverance upon Faith (which Fazth is alſo pro- 
miſed, Iſa. 45. 24) do, at once, ſecure the Sinner's being 
freed from Condemnation at preſent, Joh. 3. 18. and do al- 
ſo inſure him that he ſhall never come again under Con- 
demnation, Job. 5. 24. Fourthly, He gives us a choice Re. 
mark concerning the Succeſs of theſe Prayers, to wit, That 
theſe Prayers may prevail as Prayers, though not as their 
Prayers, as GO D's Ordinance, though not as their Per- 
formance, Cc. The Ground is plain, and our Author touch- 
eth it ina Word, viz. In this Event, the Sinner is out of 
Chriſt, and therefore being deſtitute of Saving Faith, he is 
under an Impoſſibility in that Eftate to pleaſe G O D, for 
without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him, and whatſoever 
7s not of Faith is Sin, Heb. 11. 5, 6. Rom. 14. 23. Hence 


our Author judicioufly obſerveth, that theſe Prayers pre- 

vail not as a Part of Duty, in Perſons out of Chrift, whoſe 
Perſons and Performances are not yet raiſed to the Privi- 
ledge of Acceptance with the LORD: For the Method 


of Grace plainly bears, That the Perſon is firſt accepted on- 
ly of free Mercy through Chrift, when under Heavens 


( *. 
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Thus the LORD had reſpe# io Abel and his Offering, but 28 
unto Cain and his Offering be had no reſpect. Gen. 4. 4, 5. 
and Heb. 11. 4. Such then, as are yet out of Chrift come 


though not as their Prayer, as GO D's Ordi- 


IHE. 


nance, though not as their Performance, though Nj 
not as a Part of Duty in Perſons out of Chriſt, yet 
as a Means of Grace in the Hand of Chriſt, other- 
Wiſe Simon Peter would never have given it in pei 
Direction to Simon Magus, when in the Bond of Ini- ga 
guity, a perfect Scriptural Definition of the Guilt Ito 


(a) This 


Breathings, he firſt believeth, and afterwards his Prayers I lat 
and other Duties find Acceptance in the ſame Manner. D C1 


not under the Verge of Acceptance, either as to their Per- 
ſons or Performances, while in that State. Notwithſtand- 
ing, he well ſubjoins that they (to wit theſe Prayers) do 


- Prevail as Means of Grace, in the Hand of Chriſt. This 


carryeth Encouragement, and ſolidly anſwereth an Objecti- 
on, which a rouſed Conſcience will not readily fail to make, 
viz. Why ſhould I pray, or go about other religious Duties, 
and what Proſpects, as to all this, can move me (ſaith the 
poor diſconſolate Creature) conſidering that neither my 
Perſon, nor Performances can find Acceptance ? The An- 


ted, as performed by you, yet it may hea Mean in the 
Hand of Chriſt, for your good, and even for bringing you 


into an Eſtate of Grace, and Salvation. Our Author con- 
| cludes the Sedtion by a Remark, which cleareth and confirms | 


eth what he had juſt now advanced, viz. The Apoftle Peter 
had required Simon the Magician to pray, Cc. though un- 


doubtedly he was in the Bond of Iniquiiy, which he would not 
have done, were it not that the Prayers, even of theſe who 
are ina natural Eſtate, are Means which it may pleaſe the 
LORD to uſe for their Good. He adds, That the Bond 
of Iniquity, is a perfect Scriptural Definition of the Guilt of 
Sin, namely legal Guilt, often mentioned in this Tra, or 
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of he is poſſeſſed, as being in Chriſt, neither is it repeated, 


(a) 3. This legal Pardon itſelf, whether formal of 


ins paſt, or virtual of Sins to come, thoſe in Chriſt 


are not to pray for, as that which is yet to be, or 
indeed now can be a- new granted to them (there 
being no Poſſibility of the Diſſolution of an Obli- 
gation, where is none of the Obligation itſelf, ſo 
to be diſſolved ) but they are to praiſe GO D; 
through Chriſt, for it, as that which is already, u- 

5 e pon 


lated, binds over the Sinner to a ſuffering the Wrath and 
Curſe threatned and entailed upon the Violation, Deut. 27. 
26. Gal. 3. 10. Rome 6. 22. 1 1 
(a) 3. I proceed to take this third Se@:02 alſo into Pie- 
ces, for the Benefit of the more vulgar Reader, and repre- 
ſent what I underftand to be our Author's Meaning, in ſome 
clear Poſitions, fir, This legal Pardon, whether formal or 
virtual, theſe in Chrift, are not to pray for, as that which 
is yet to be, Oc. that is, They who being married to Chriſt. 
are, by vertue of that Relation, delivered from Condem- 
nation for Sins paft, and ſhall never be brought under it for 


Sins to come, ought not to pray for that Deliverance, as a 


Bleſſing to be freely given, in regard it is beſtowed alrea- 
dy, and fo to pray for it, would manifeſtly import Unbe- 
lief, or the making GOD a Liar, by calling in Queſtion, 


or denying that which he hath already given. Where the | 


Obligation to ſuſter Wrath and the Curſe, is already dif- 
ſolved, even common Senſe faith, that no Place is left for 


praying that the Obligation may be diſſolved. It would be 


moſt offenſive, and even choaking to Majeſty amongſt Men, 
ſhould a Criminal be ftill importuning a Pardon after the 
free and Royal Grant thereof, Secondly, Pardon, in the 
Senſe mentioned, is not, nor indeed can be a- new granted; 
for that ſuſtification is complete at firft, and never renewed, 


This being then firm and eſtabliſned, the Believer, upon the 
contrary, is under the ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt Tyes to praiſe 


GOD, through Chrift, for that great and crowning Mercy, 
as fully granted to him, upon his firſt believing, and where- 


no . 
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upon their firſt believing (and thereby being) in 
Chriſt, fully granted to them, beyond all Need o 
Repetition, becauſe beyond all Poſſibility of Interciſion, 
_ eſpecially when it is not more their Duty, in Pray- 
er, to take to themſelves the due Shame (as of the 
Remainders of the Filth and Power of Sin, Kill in 
their Natures, ſo) of the Goſpel Guilt of Sin ſtill 
on their Perſons, than to give to GOD the due 
Glory of His Grace (as in the initial purging * 
TDT ĩ ͤ IE en 
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nor can he loſe it, as was juſt now obſerved. The Sentence of 


Wrath cnice taken off is never brought on again. Thirdly, It 
is the Duty of Believers, in Prayer, to acknowledge the Re- 
F *mainders of the Filth and Power of Sin, ftill in their Na. 
| tures, and to take with their Goſpel Guilt; that is, the Lia- 
bleneſs of their Perſons to ſuffer fatherly Chaſtiſement for 
their Diſobedience. Fourthly, Howſoever they ought to 
take the due Shame of all this, and on theſe Accounts to 
be covered with Bluſhes before the LORD, Ezra, 9. 6. 
Jer. 3. 25. Nevertheleſs Believers ought not, upon any 
ſuch Accounts, to be hindred from giving to the LOR D 
the Glory due unto him for his Grace and Mercy in be- 


ſtowing the following Bleſſings. 1. The cleanfing of their 


Natures from the Filth of Sin, in a begun Work of Sancti- 
fication, 1 Cor. 6. 11, Which will be affuredly carryed on, 
and at Length completed, Eph. 5. 27. 2. Thedepriving it 
of its Reign, and a gradual ſubduiug of its remaining Power 
Rom. 6. 14. Pſal. 138. 8. 3. The perfect Removal of le- 
gal Guilt from off their Perſons; that is, their complete 
Deliverance from Wrath, and from the Curſe of the Law 
by Juſtification, as was ot:en before obſerved. This was 
the Apoſtles very Frame and Carriage, Rom. 7. 24, 25. 
and 8. 1. as our Author well obſerves, he was deeply ſen- 
ſible of the remaining Strength of Sin in him, and did hea- 


vily lament a Body ot Death, yet he acknowledgeth his gra- 


cious Eſtate, aud ſolemnly praiſeth the LO RD for Deli- 
verance from Condemnation; ſo much for the 4th Poſition. 
5. In the Remains of this 3d Section, our Author narrates 

REI 8 T4 | that 
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ing the Filth of Sin out of, and ſybduing the Power of 
otSin, in their Natures, ſo) in the perfect Removal of 

my the legal Guilt of Sin from off their Perſons; which 
y-Fſcems to have been the Apoſtle's very Frame and 

he Carriage, Rom. 7. 24, 25: and 8. 1. God's Conti- 

in nuance indeed (or Non-revocation) of ſuch his gra- 

i cious Pardon, (even til} his pronouncing the final 
ue Sentence of it at the general Judgment,) together 
offlwith their own continual further renewed Senſe 
ae and Aſſurance of ſuch its both Grant and Continu- 
ß ß ęñ PB?! OS 

e- that which Believers ought to pray for, with Reſpect to 

a. Pardon, and which I ſhall Sum up in the following Parti- 

a- Iculars. Firſt, They are to pray for the LOR D's preſerv- 

or ling them in a State of Grace, and Favour, or his continuing 

to this gracious Pardon, until his pronouncing ſolemnly the fis - 4 
to nal Sentence thereof at the general Judgment. Secondly, | 
6, FT hey ought to pray for his maintaining, renewing, and fur- | 
y [ther imprinting the Sente, and Aſſurance of this Royal and 
D [Mercitul Grant, that they may rejoice in Hope of the 
e- [Gloy of GOD, and even glory in Tribulations alſo, Rom. 
ir 5. 2, 3. And he repreſents judiciouſly, and ſweetly, that 
i- the Believer ſtandeth in need of all this: The Thing ſpeaks 
n, lof itſelf, and wants not to be further declared. Moreoverhe 
it [hath both Precept, and Promiſe for ſo much, viz. They ought * 3 
er ſto look to themſelves, that they loſe not the Things which they haus 
e- I wroug bi, but that they receive a full Reward, 2 Epiſt. Joh. 2, 
te land 8. v. The Lord Jeſus's interceſſory Prayer gives ſurfici- 
ent Warrant for theirs, in this regard, viz, Holy Father, 
sleep through thine own Name thoje which thou ha#t given me, 
5. Jon 17. 11. Here's a noble Pattern for Imitation; and, as 
n- to Promiſes, they are full and large, 1 Pet. 1. 5. Philips 
a- 1. 6. Job. 10. 27, 28, 29. Pſ. 138, 8, Ge. The Reader 
2- | may view them in our Confeſſion of Faith, Catechiſms, and o- 
i= ther known Works of ſound Divines. Touching formal and 
n. | virtual Pardon of legal Guilt (as our Author uſually expreſ. 1 
ſeth it) or Deliverance from Condemnation, and the Curſe 
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ance, thoſe in Chriſt are to pray for : There being 
Need of, Precept for, and Promiſe to Prayer for 
theſe latter; none at all for thoſe former, either 
fermal or virtual to be repeateeel. 
(a) 4. Goſpel Pardon of Sin, or Diſſolution of 
their Goſpel Obligation for Goſpel Su to Goſpel Puniſh- 
ment, i. e. Fatherly Chaſtiſement, thoſe in Chriſt 
are to pray for: (as of that Guilt, or penal Obliga- 
55 „„ tion, 


of the Law, that Bleſſing is already beſtowed upon Belie- 
vers, and not to be repeated, as was often cleared before; 
and as a praying for it, would preſuppoſe a Falſhood, 10 
wit, that it is not granted, fo there's neither Precept, nor 
Promiſe for Believers, their praving for the giving of that 
(hall I fo call it) Fundamental Bleſſing, which is already 
benowed, e | „** 
(a) 4. As to this Fourth Section, J hope the Reader will al. 
low my abſtracting wholly, or, for moft Part from the Au- 
thor's Terms, which were often explained already, and 
that I repreſent the Purpoſes, as I underſtand them, in the 
following Poſitions; F:r/t, They who are in Chriſt, being in- 
_ tirely freed from Wrath and the Curſe, and they only en- 
joying this Freedom; they, I ſay, who are in Chriſt, ought 
to pray for Goſpel Pardon, namely, either the mercitul Pre- 
vention of Goſpel Chaſtiſements, or à Removal of them, 
when already inflicted, whether they affect the Soul, Body, 
or outward Fla for, as to wrathful Strokes, they are 
—_ delivered* fro 
FOVs 3. 11, 12. Heb, 12. 7, 8, 9, Oc. Secondly, This 


they ought to pray for, not abſolutely, but conditionally ;Þ 


that is, with an intire Deference to the Sovereignty, Wil- 

dom, Mercy and Faithfulneſs of the LOR D, who only 
and perfectly knows what's for his own Glory, and the Be- 
liever's Good, and will aſſuredly make that effectual, Prov. 
16. 4. Rom. 11. 36. and 5. 2, 3, 4, Cc. and 8. 28. 
Th:rdly, Our Author teacheth, That the Condition in this 


is not only Faith, or Faith and Repentance together, Cc. 


much Matter is crouded here, which I ſhall, for the great- 
"BY 3 er 


m them, Pſal. 89. 29, 30, 31, 32. 


tion, Which can alone in that State be incumbent on 
them, and on them alone,) This not abſolutely bur 
conditionally: And that not only upon Condition 
of Faith (the only Condition of legal Pardon) or only 
Faith and Repentance together (the joint ordinary, 
but not only Condition of Goſpel Pardon.) But u- 
pon ſuch Conditions alſo, if, and / far as, it may 
be conſiſtent with GO D's Glory, their own, and 
others Good, fo far forth (and no further) it may 


be pardoned; z.e. That their heavenly Father 


* Would 


n th . 


er Clearneſs take into Piecesz and I hope the Reader will 
allow, or not be diſpleaſed, though I follow not preciſely 
our Author's Method; Fr, I ſuggeft, to prevent Mi- 
ſtake, that the Word Condition is not to be underſtood here 
in a ſtrict Senſe, and as Lawyers ordinarly take it, vi. for 
that which founds a Right and Title, or, as it had Place in 
the Covenant of Works, which requireth perfe& Obedience 
for giving a Right and Title unto Life. No Right and Ti- 
tle ta Salvation can now be loaged out of Chrift, as refor- 


med Faith bears; our orthodox Diyines teach, and they } 


who are exerciſed to Godlineſs acknowledge. This pre- 
miſed for Caution, will lead us into the Meaning of what 


he further advanceth. Secondly, He hinteth in a Word, as. 


was ſhewed more expreſly before, that Faith is the only Con- 
dition of legal Pardon, or Deliverance from Wrath and the 


Curſe, not that which gives a Title to ſuch'a Deliverance, 


for that Title can only be raiſed upon the Satisfaction, Pur- 
chaſe and Merit of the Surety, imputed to the Sinner, and 
a founding any Right hereunto out of Chriſt, would quite 


' ſubvert the Goſpel Covenant,and turn it to a Covenant of Workss 


Our Weſtminfter Divines expreſs it well in the Larger Cate- 
chiſm,viz, It (viz, Faith) is the only Mean appointed by the LORD 


for interefling the Sinner in that Pardon. Thirdly, He teach» ; 


eth that Faith and Repentance together, are the joint ordi- 
nary Condition of Goſpel Pardon, or of the Removal of fa- 
therly Chaſtiſements, as was aften mentioned; that 1, 


would no further chaſten them his Children for 
their Sins, than may be conducing to the afore- 
mentioned Ends: And fo far forth, as they have 
daily need of their own to ſeek, the Precept of 
Chriſt for ſeeking, and the Promiſe of Chriſt, for 
receiving Goſpel Pardon; ſo allo the Spirit of Chriſt 
Jo to ſeek, that they may receive it; that is, not 
only with ſuch Child-like Fear of chaſtening, 
Threatned by an offeaded Father, but alſo with ſuch 

godly Senſe of, and Sorrow for their Offences them- 
ſelves, and ſuch humble Goſpel Confidence (upon 


Though the Right and Title to ſuch Mercies he not found- 
ed upon them, yet it is in that Way, and in the Exercile 
of theſe Graces, that ſuch Stroaks are uſally taken of. The 
LORD doth not aflict willingly, nor grieve the Children of 
Men. Lam. 3. 33. He inflicteth theſe Chaſtiſements, for 
recovering his Children from their Strayings, and when 
the End is attained, it pleaſeth him for his own Names ſake, 
to remove them. F#ourihly, He wiſely ſuggeſteth another 
Condition or Contideration, vi. That their heavenly Father 
would ſo far forth (and no further) pardon their Sins, or 
free them from Caftiſements, than fhall be conſiſtent with 


his Glory, their own Good, and the Good of others; name- 


ly, that they may he freed from Chaſtiſement, only in a 
May conducive to theſe Ends, The Remains of this Section 
give us a lively Pourtrature of the Spirit of a gracious 


_ Perſon, the Particulars of which may ſerve for Marks 


whereby they are diftinguiſhed from others, who are not, 
as yet, Partakers of the like precious Faith with them. Frſt, 


They live under a daily Senſe of the Need they ſtand in of 


the Goſpel Pardon, which was before deſcribed, and have a 


believing regard to their LOR D's Command for ſeeking 


it, and to his Promiſe for giving it. I we confeſs our Sins, 
be is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, If any Man ſin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, &c. 1 Joh. 1. 9. Pſal. 
32. 5, Prov. 28. 13. 1 Joh. 2. 1. Rom 8. 34. 1 Tim. 


the Conditions ſpecified; of promiſed Pardon from 
a gracious, though offended Father, as thoſe out 
of Chriſt, do not, cannot ſeek legal Pardon withal : 1 
Even as we ſee Pardon, not with leſs Earneſtneſs, 
but with much other Manner of Affections and Aſ- 
ſurance, begg'd by a Child from a Father, than by 
a Priſoner from a Fudge. 


„ IV. An 


2.5. Heb, 7. 25, Cc. Secondly, They have the Spirit of 
Chriſt enabling and determining them to go to the LORD 
as a Father, and ſo to ſeek this Pardon as that they ſhall 
undoubtedly receive it. Thirdly, He repreſents the Quas- 
lities or Properties of this their ſeeking or praying for Go- 
ſpel Pardon; and they are, 1. A Child like Fear of Threat- 
nings and Chainings by an offended Father. 2. A godly 
Senle of, and Sorrow for the Offences themſelves. In the 
Caſes of our LOR D's Children, while under Afffictior, 
Sin weighs much heavier than any Trouble, Job. 7 20. 
Pjal. 51. 4. 3. Some Meaſure leſs or more of the Profpetts 
and Confidence of Faith, that the LORD will pardon, 
in the Senſe before aſügned, and qualified, which is in no- 
thing prejudicial, but every Wav conducive to the Nature 
and Ends of that bleſſed Diſpenſation, v. ſo much Free- 
dom from, or Removal of Goſpel Chaſtiſements may be firm- 
ly expected, as ſhall contribute to the LOR D's Honour, 
and for the Believer's Good. This Confidence they who 


are out of Chriſt are Strangers to, as our Author well ob- 


leryeth, nor doth that State allow any ſufficient Founda- 
tion for ſuch Confidence, being without Hope, and without 


GOD in the World, Eph. 2. 12, Fourthly, Goſpel Pardon 


peculiar to the LOR D's Children, is ſought with no leſs | 
Earneſtneſs than a Priſoner imploreth Mercy from a Judge, 
but with Affections and Confidence of another Manner, 
being he hath to do therein with a heavenly Father, 


_ Chriſt. All the . Guilt of all the Sins to come, 
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IV. Ax Gun NTS proving directiy the 
_ and by juſt 9 the Wai 
of ai this. 1 


Azcunent. I. 


Dean from Inputation of Believers Sins to Crit, be- 


=” commuted * . 


come, is in the ſame Capacity of be- 


(4) * 7 "H E Legal Guilt of Believer? s Sins to 


ing diſimputed and pardoned. to them, 


as it was of being imputed to and diſcharged by 


of 


(a) 1 proceed now to our author 8 eee 9 


ne inſtructeth the main Potition upon which the reſt depend, 


vd. That in Juſlification Sins io come, as well as Sins paſt, are 
pardoned, He propoſeth them in Mood and Figure to excel- 


lent Purpoſe ; but confidering that this Method, thought 
very good and convincing, yet is not ſo eaſy to the more 


ordinary Reader, I ſhall, through Grace, do my outmoſt to 


give the Strength of our Author's Reaſons, ſo far as I can 


take them up in a Way more levelled to the Capacity of the 


weaker Sort, abſtracting from his Terms, which were o- 


pened before more than once, and, I think, want not to be 
repeated for leading us into his Meaning. The Strengt 
of his firſt Argument amounts much to this, viz, The Guzlt 


of Ele# Sinners not yet in Being, was, notwithitanding im 


puted to the Lord Jeſus, and he attoned Juſtice for that] 7 


Gulli, before many thouſands of them were born, and thereq 
fore it may be diſ-imputed to them, or they may be deliveſ 
red from it, before they actually commit the Sins. The one 


faith our Author) is upon a Level with the other, a and the 


of 


E 


Impntation of Chriſt's 


| (4) 18 LF, Legal Guilt of their Sins may (at leaſt/ 


of all Believers after Chriſt, was legally imputed 
to, and diſcharged by Chriſt, Ergo, &c. And if 
the Legal Guilt of both Sins and Perſons not yet in 
Being, might be legally imputed to, and diſcharg- 
ed by Chriſt; much more may the Legal Guile of 


| Sins not yet in Being, be legally remitted to Per- 


ſons already in Being, and being Believers virtu- 
ally and in ſuch Perſons, though not formally and 
in ſuch Sins themſelves. 5 


Difficulties do equally affect both; for if the Guzlt of Sins and 
Ferſons not in being was imputed to Chriſt, and diſcharged 
by him, notwithftanding that the Perſons were not actuallx 
exiſtent 3 the Ballance is at an Advantage on the other 

Side, viz. much more may the Believer, already in Being, 


have theſe Sins remitted to him which are not yet in Being, 


or which he hath not hitherto commited : Nevertheleſs to 
remove all Umbrage, he adds a Caution; namely, That in 
this Event, the Pardon of Sins to come, affects properly the 
Perſon of the Believer ſo, that he ſhall never be brought un- 


der Condemnation for Sins to come, no more than for thoſe + 


which are paſſed, though yet the Sins be properly and for. 
mally forgiven, after that they are committed, and the e- 
liever applieth by Faith for the Pardon of them, 1 Job. 2, 1,2. 
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Satisfaction to Believers, before 
wrought by him. 
as well be virtually diſ-imputed to Beli- } 


| (a) I proceed fo our Author's ſecond Reaſon, (abſtracting 
1 much from his Terms) whereof I ſhall eſſay to give the 


2 
© f | of 


_—_TT 
vers before committed by them, as the Satisfaction 
of Chriſt, formally imputed to Believers before 
wrought by him; this, before wrought by him, 
was formally imputed to all Believers before Chriſt, 
Ergo, Cc. Reaſon of the major: For if the Acts of 
moral Cauſes may be morally put forth before 
ſuch Cauſes arc themſelves actually in Being, (as it 

was in that Caſe of Chriit's Satisfaction, not then 
wrought, when putting forth its moral Act, in its 
formal Imputat ion to the formal Pardon of the Le- 
gal Guilt of Sins paſt, to Believers betore Chriſt) 
much more may ſuch moral Impediments be — in 
f 1 before 


* — 


Strength in the following Heads; Firſt, Believers may as 
well be delivered from the Guilt of their Sins, before theſe 
Sins be committed, or (which is the ſame) they may be fre- 


ed from the V/rath due to theſe Sins be fore they be commit- 


ted, as well as che Satisfaction of Chriſt was imputed to be- 
lieving Sinners, or reckoned upon their Score, before that 
the Satis faction given to Juliice, by the Surety was actually 
performed. There's a manifeſt Parity of Divine Reaſon in 
the Cale, viz. Why may not Sins, not yet exiſtent, be re- 
mitted, as well as the Satisfaction for Sin, not yet given, 
was imputed, Secondly, That fo ic was in Fact, is evident 
from the Caſe of Believers under the Old Teſtament Diſ- 
penſation, who al} were pardoned upon the Account of a Sa- 
tistaction not wrought tiil many Ages after their Time, as is 
notour. Ihrah, tor clearing ant evincing this further, 


he layeth down an incontefied Polition, - viz. That moral 
Caules may put forth Acts, and have their Effects before 


ſuch Cauſcs bavea Being; tlat is, a vaſt Debt may be re- 


mitted, on the Promiſe of a competent Surety, and upon 


the Account of that promiſed Pavment, though yet-the Pay- 
ment tor which the Debt is forgiven may be remote enough. 
We know that private Perſons advance great Sums of Mo— 
ney for the Publick, upon Parliamentary Security, and long 
before theſe Sums be refounded, though yet the Future re- 

3 found - 
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Acts. More plainly; Chrift's Satis 
and imputed to the Believer, as attoning for his Sins, in 
| their whole Compals, paſt, preſent, and to come, is effectu- 
Jal for hind-1ing theſe Sins, vis. Sins to come, their deriving 


< 9 


„% !. 
before ſuch Cauſes are in Being, as ſhall ef- 
feftually hinder the putting forth of ſuch their 
Acts, when ſuch Cauſes come actually to be 
(as it is in this Caſe of Chriſt's Satisfaction now 
wrought, formally imputed to the virtual Pardon 
of Believers Sins to come, effectually hindering the 
putting forth of their moral Act, the deriving of 
any Legal Guilt upon ſuch Perſons, when ſuch Sins 
are come) or with any who conceive the Satisfa- 
ction of Chriſt not yet formally wrought by him, 
could not be formally, but only virtually imputed 
to Believers before Chriſt incarnate. Let the Ar- 
gument run thus. „ - 
(a) That which, but virtually imputed, was 
efficacious to the formal Pardon of the Legal _ | 


refounding, which they have in View, is the moral or the 
perſwading Cauſe why they advance the Sums. From this, 
and to the Advantage, our Author deduceth a weighty In- 

ference: The Conveyance is to me very obſcure, yet I ſhall. 
give what | apprehend to be chiefly meant, and the judi- 


cious Reader may ſee further, by comparing the Author, 


viz. If moral Cauſes, may have their Effects before theſe - 
Cauſes are actually in Being, as was juft now obſerved, 
much more may» they, when they have a Being, remove 
ſuch Impediments, as binder _— forth of their 
action now wrought, 


Guilt upon the Believer; that is, their binding him over 
to Wrath after that they are come, or after that the Sins 


are committed. 


(a) Our Author after this propoſeth an Exception, and- 
thereupon reformeth or reneweth the Argument. The Ex= 
ception in plain Terms amounts to this, viz. The Satisſa- 
ction of Chriſt, not yet actually wrought, before his comins | 


„ 


> 


of their Sins paſt, who believed in Chriſt yet to 


come, cannot, being formally imputed, be ineffi— 
cacious to the virtual Pardon of the Legal Guilt 
of their Sins to come, who believe in Chriſt alrea- 
dy come. But the Satisfaction of Chriſt, &c. Er- 


ge, Cc. And then Jet the Reaſon in the Form of 
Argument before uſed, be accordingly applied. 


in the Fleſh, was not formally, but virtually imputed to Be- 
lievers under the Old Teftament, who lived before his com- 
ing; that is, they were pardoned or freed from Condem- 
nation, not by the more dire Imputation of that Satista- 
Qion, but by vertue thereof, as certainly to come, though 
it was not as yet perturmed. For Anſwer our Author de- 


bates not the Point, but forms his Argument in a Suitable- 


neſs to what is alledged in the Exception, vi. Be it lo, that 
the Satisfaction of Chriſt was but virtually 1mputed to Be- 
lievers, before his coming, as was juft now cleared, yet it 


was effectual to the Pardon of their Sins paſt, who believed 


in Chriſt vet to come. From this he infers, by Parity of 
Reaſon, that the fime Satisfaction performed by the Lord 
Jeſus already come, being imputed to B-lievers, after that 


he is come, muſt be as much effectual for the Removal of 


the Legal Guilt of their Sins yet to come, or delivering them 


from Wrath otherwiſe due upon the Account of theſe Sins 
yet to come. Let then the Reaſon taken from the Nature and 


Operations of moral Cauſes be thus applied, and the Arg u- 


ment will have the ſame Strength, and be, at Bottom, the ſame. 
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ARGUMENT III. 


Input ation of r ſt Satigſaction, as wrought for Believers. 


() [ H E Sins of Believers are ſo remitted to . 


them, as the Satisfaction of Chrilt for 


TE 3 . „ 
(a) This Argument is propoſed clearly, and doth not 
much want a Commentary, it may be ſumm'd up in theſe | 


few 


— 
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lievers. 


their Sins was wrought by bim, and imputed to 
them; that was not wrought by him, and imputed 


to them, ſome Parts of it for ſome, and other Parts 
for other their Sins, but all of it together for all 
their Sins. Ergo, Cc. For though the Suffer ings 
of Chriſt were many, his Satisfaction was but one, 


made up of all his Sufferings: And as his Saikeriags, 


however ſeverally and fucceſſively undergone by 
him, are yet altogether in their legal Satisfaction, 


at once imputed to Believers; fo their Sins, how- 
ever (in the Acts of them) ſeverally and ſucceſ- 


ſively committed by them, are yet (through that 
Satisfaction of thoſe Sufferings ſo imputed) alto- 
gether in their Legal Guilt, at once remitted to Be- 
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few Heads; Fir, The Sufferings of Chriſt are indeed ma- 
ny, yet they all concur to make up one intire Satisfaction. 


Secondly, This Satisfaction wrought by Chrift, is not impu- 


ted to believing Sinners by Halfs, or by Parts, viz, ſome 
Parts of it for ſome, and other Parts thereof for other Sins, 
but is all at once imputed to the Sinner by Faith. Thirdly, In 


| a Proportion hereunto, the Legal Guilt of his Sins (often 


before explained) is not taken away by Parts, upon the 
Application of this Satisfaction, but altogether; and thus 
he is at once delivered from Wrath for Sins paſt, preſent, 
and to come. As to the Title to Eterna! Life, I judge our 


Author founds it more directly and properly upon the Sure- 
-F ty's Active Obedience. —— 5 ol 


(e) This | 


1 


F 


( 1 
AR Gun ENT IV. 
Proportion bet wiæt Sin foregoing and following Fuſt ificaÞ do- 


tion, as to any Need of many particular Legal Par. rel 
VV it 


(a) 1 F a Believer's Sins paſt before his juſtifica- 
* tion, needed not many particular Lega 
Pardons, but were in his Juſtification all compri-Þ 
ſed in one general Act of Formal Pardon; neither} In 


do his Sins to come after his Juſtification, need ma- 
ny particular Legal Pardons; but are in his juſtifſica- “ 

tion (as to theii Legal Guilt) all as well compriſed in (. 
one genera] Act of Virtual Pardon. But, &c. Er-!“ 

go, &c. Nay to ſpeak more accurately, Formal] b 
and Virtual Pardon, are not indeed two different} { 
Legal Pardons, but only two differeat ReſpeRs off ( 
n 


——. 


(a) This Argument is pretty clear in like manner; take 
it in a few Heads, Firſt, A Believer's Sins paſt before his!“ 
pation, need not many Pardons, but are all compre- 
hended in one general Act of Formal Pardon (often before | 
explained) which intirely delivers him from Condemnation. 
Secondly, By Proportion, his Sins to come after Juſtification, 
need not many particular Legal Pardons, but are in his ]u- 
ſtification compriſcd in one general Ad of Virtual Pardon. 
He, that is, the Believer, hy being juſtified, is as much de- 
lIivered from coming under Wrath for Sins yet to come, as 
he is ſaved from Wrath for Sins paft. Thirdly, He judici- 
ouſly adds, That the Legal Pardon (often explained) is one 
and the ſame with reſpect to Sins paſt, and Sins to come, 
or Deliverance from Wrath and the Curſe, is the ſame, whe- | 
ther it reſpett Sins paſt, or Sins to come, called Formal Par- 
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"Cad. 


one and as fie general Legal pardon, which as it 
reſpects Sins foregoing, Is Farmal; as Sins follow- 


ing 3 Virtual — 


don, with” 1 to 9 paſt, TY Virtual, with Reb 
rence to thoſe which are to come. 
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ARGUMENT V. 


Impoſſbility of _ 7 legal Sari ſactien being u 


() W HERE can be no new Application of 


_ Chriſt's legal Satisfaction, there can 
be no new Pardon of Legal Guilt. To the per- 
ſons of Believers can be no new Application 
(though there may to their Conſciences ) of 
Chriſt's legal Satisfaction. Ergo, (though. there 
may to their Conſciences) here: can be to 


their | 
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0 The A" e amounts fo this in Sum. Firſt, There 
is but one Application of Chriſt's legal Satisfaction to the 
Soul, viz. upon the Sinner's firſt believing, and hereby he 
15 intirely and for ever delivered from Wrath and the Curſe, 
and therefore, in this Senſe, there's but one Legal Pardon. 
This cur Author well expreſſeth, viz. By the firſt Act of 
Faith, the Satisfaction of Chriſt is wholly applied, and is 
never again diſapplied, whether in whole, or in Part; and 
thus there is, no Room left for a new Application thereof, 
the Sinner being intirely delivered from Wrath, is never 


again brought under it. Secondly, He obviates an Obje&i- 2 
| on which weadily might be made, vis. What ſhall be — i 


their Perſons no new Pardon of Legal Guilf | 
Proof of the Minor. Where, by the firſt Act o be 
Faith, the whole Satisfaction of Chriſt was wholl;| 
applied, and never after, either in Whole or in 
Part, again diſapply'd, there can be no new Appli. 
cation of it. But, &c. Ergo, G W. 5 


8 
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When the Believer walketh in Darkneſs, and hath no Light, 

G. The Senſe and Comfort of this Mercy is gone, Cc. Hel 
anſwers by a Diſtinction, 10 wit, There's no new Applica und 
tion of Legal Pardon to the Perſons of Believers; that is, be. 
ing once delivered from Wrath and the Curſe, they are for 
ever delivered; yet there is ſtil] Place for renewed Applica. ue 
tions of the Mercy to the Conſcience, as the ſeveral Straitme! 
of the exerciſed Soul require, and for this they may haveIGu; 


Recourſe to their gracious LORD. Pat 
AK Gun ENT VI. ue 
Proportion between the Guilt and Power of Sin. ſcan 


(a) | N whoſe Natures, Sin can never any more * 
I recover its reigning Power upon their Per- rhe 
ſons, it can never any more derive its Legal Guilr.follc 
ln the Natures of Believers, Sin can never anyfäut 


uſt 
more the 


all \ 
Leg. 
ra 
Rea 
1 
dict. 
Ir L 


(a) This Argument is very ſweet and copious. The more 
ordinary Reader may take it in the following Heads, Firf, 
The reigning Power, and the Legal Guzlt of Sin (or its bind: 
ing the Sinner over to Wrath and the Curſe) go inſepara- 
| bly together, that is, the Sinner is either under them both 
or under none of them, and being delivered from them bot! 


E = 
ore recover its reigning Power. Ergo, Oc. 
he Minor is clear from the Apoſtle's Aſſer- 
jon, Rom. 6. 14. Sin ſhall not have Dominion o- 
er you. The Major alſo is clear from the Rea- 


ou are not under the Law, 1. e. the rigorous un- 
allayed Threatnings of the Law, Ergo, not under 
gal Guilt, but under Grace, i. e. Goſpel Grace, 
allaying the legal into a Goſpel T hreatning ; Ergo, 
ca. under only Goſpel Guilt of Sin. And this, if 
Peed ful, may be thus further cleared. The unſuh- 


f th 5 
wa Jlved Power of Sin in Unbelievers, is a legal Puniſh- 
irment : Ergo, the Guilt binding over to it is Legal 


uilt. The ſubdued Power of Sin in Believers, 
only a Goſpel Chaſtiſement. Ergo, The Guilt 
inding over to It only Goſpel Guile. (Both theſe 


 Enthy- 


he one can as little recover its former Pofture as the other. 
ow 'tis manifeſt, that Sin once caft out from its Reign, 
can never again obtain that Reign. The Promiſe is clear 
en this Head, Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you, &c, Rom. 
6. 14. It cannot retrieve its Reign, and therefore its Legal 
TG ule being taken away, can as little he brought on again 
| | 5 . . 
:T-YT he B=liever then never incurs Legal Guilt by his Sins that 
lt follow Juſtification, Secondly, To confirm this further, our 
ny Author gives us a conciſe but choice Expoſition of the Text 
* juſt now mentioned, viz. Ye (Believers) are not under 
the Law; that is, ye are not under the ,unallayed Threat- 
nings of theLaw, which entails Wrath and the Curſe upon 
all who are out ef Ckrift, and therefore ye are not under 
Legal Guilt, which is the ſame Thing, but ye are under 
Grace; that is, in a gracious Eſtate, not indeed out of the 
Reach of Threatnings, but in your Cale, they go no furth- 
er than fatherly Chaſtiſements, and carry nothing of vin- 
dictive Wrath: Hence 'cis manifeſt, that only Goſpel Guilt, 
or Liableneſs to Goſpel Chaſtiſement can have Place in Be- 


— 


on of that his Aſſertion there rendered, For 


Enhymemes proceed upon the Reaſon of the 14th 
Argument.) And yet further thus; As the ſubdu- 
ed Power of Sin in Believers, confidered under the 
Notion of malum pœnæ, is only a Goſpel Chaſtiſe- 


ment, to which therefore only Goſpe! Guilt oblig- 


eth; ſo conſidered under the Notion of malum cul- 
pe, it is only Goſpel Sin, deriving therefore only 
Goſpel Guilt, binding over only to Goſpel Puniſh- 


12 


nie vers. Thirdly, Our Author caſts his Argument yet into 
another Moald, viz. The unſubdued Power of Sin in Unbe- 


lievers is a legal Puniſhment; that is, a Puniſhment con- 


tained under the Verge of the Threatning of the Covenant 
of Works, therefore the Guilt binding over to that Puniſh- 
meat muſt needs be the Guilt incurred by the Breach of that 
Covenant, called by our Author, Legal Guilt. Here Sin and 
the Puniſhment thereof concur, and Sin is the Puniſhment 


of Sin, and all in a legal Way, for the Proportion ſuits the 


Covenant of I orb. Upon the other Hand, the ſubdued 


Power of Sin in Believers, confidered as a Puniſhment, can 


amount no higher, than to Golpel Chaſtiſement; and 


hence their Guile being only Goſpel Guilt, can carry their 


Obligation to ſuffer Puniſhment no further. What's more 
contained in the Argument, is (I apptehend) ſufficiently 
clear, ot may be under ſtood by what is ſaid. © 
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Ax Gun ENT VII. 


Telie vera Exemption from the Cur ſe of the . 1 
Hes 8 O far as Believers are freed from Law | 
+ , W Curſe for their Sius, ſo far are they freed | 

—_— ) wel 


— 


(4) Our Author obſer ves judiciouſly, that Tbreainings 


ha ve the ſa e Relation to Puniſnment, which Commands 


LES 


from Law Guilt of their Sins. They are whol⸗ 
ly freed from all Law Curſe for all their Sins, 
even Sins to come, as well as preſent and paſt 
Sins, Gal. 3. 13. Ergo, &c. Reaſon of the Major : 
Becauſe the Commination forming Obligation to 
Puniſhment (as the Command to Obedience,) a 
Soul cannot be farther under the Obligation of its 


e than under the Commination itſelf. 


have to Obedience: For as Commands ay upon us an n Oblie 
gation to Obedience, ſo Threatnings oblige us to Puniſh- 
ment, anſwerable unto the Nature of the Threatnings. 
Now, all who are in Chriſt, are, by that happy Relation 


| intirely delivered from Wrath and the Curſe, not only for 


Sins preſent and paſt, but ſhall alſo never be brought under 
the Curſe for Sins yet to come : Hence *tis manifeft, both 
that the Threatnings of the Law bear nothing of the Curſe 
in their Caſe, and alſo ; That their Guilt layeth no Obliga- 
tion upon them to bear the ſame, Gal. 3. 13. *Tis only 3 
Goſpel Guilt, and bindeth over to Goſpel Chaftiſement, as 


| our Author often-defigns it. 


o 88 8 2000009 0202990009 0 | 


Anu r VIII. 


Believers Freedom from the Sentence of the Law accords 4 
Bo + to the Curſe, -" 


5 9 „Tx. H 0 8 E wg cannot be condemned with 


their Sins to COME cannot be N with Law 
H 


to ee what I take 2 be the Strength of the Reaſon. 


Sentence of Law Condemnation for 


| Guile 1 


Ga) A great Deal of Matter i is PE Re ke I ſhall cfg 


Evil: of their Sins to come. Believers, John 5. 24} , 
cannot be condemned, &c. Compare P/al. 32. 2h © 
with Rom. 4. 8. both Tranſlations and Originals with. 
Rom. 8. 1. and John 5. 24. Ergo, &c. Reaſon of 
the Major. Becauſe Law Threatning, according} 

to which Sin derives Law Guilt, or Obligation te 

Law Puniſhment upon any Perſons, is the Rule 9 
GO D's Judgement or Sentence, which according} * 

ly he always exactly paſſeth and pronounceth touchſy4 

ing ſuch Perſons: He will by no Means clear the Gul gi 
ty, Exod. 34. 7. Numb. 14. 18. Nah. 1. 3. comfy 

| Pared with the immediately before cited Texts. IRe 
| of ns Ro 

AR leg 

far 


(a) 


—— 


as ſhortly and clearly as I may be enabled. All, I think 
centers here, viz, Every Believer is intirely free from the 
Sentence of the Law, or that Sentence which denounceth 
the Wrath and Curſe of G OD againſt the Sinner, by the 
Tenor of the Covenant of Works; And for the Vi, lation off ( 
that Covenant, none of them can be condemned or doom'd ſed 
to Wrath, either for Sins to come, or Sins paſt and preſent gr 
and as little for Sins to come, as for theſe which are paſtyu 
He quotes ſundry Texts for this, as Job. 5. 24. Pſal, 32. 24ſti. 
compared with Rom. 4. 8. and 8. 1. And foraſmuch agSu 
the ſhall never come under Condemnation, the Lawſ£ 
Throat nings, as to them, cannot import any Obligation toſfor 
that Condemnation. And he well ſuggeſteth, that theſe D. 
La Thr atnings are the Rule, which it pleaſeth the LORDIA 
to obſerve in his judging and ſentencing, as may be ſeen atfth 
more Length in the Text. This he confirmeth fromſco 
Exod. 34. 7. Numb, 14. 8. Nah. 1. 3. compared with fu 
/ ·—¹·» e p OT 1 


(@) Thit ; 
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Jo ror or or Go ea co wig d od 


YJ { Arcunanty IX- 
in Law Relation betwixt Principal and Surety. 


(.) * E Principal can no longer be under a- 
© 4 ny Thing of that Law Obligation, which 
chſwas fully ſatisfied by the Surety, and that Satisfa- 
„Action fully applied to the Principal. And ſo tis be- 
mJtween Chriſt and Believers in this Point: Ergo, &c. 
* [Reaſon of the Major. Becauſe Principal and Surety, 
[however Phyſically or Metaphy ſically diſtin) are 
RPlegally (or in Law Conſtruction) but one and the 
Fame Perſon, e 
ink! | RE I N | An 
the EY NEST H 2 ; 19 Ar 


Et be. 


1 off (a) This Reaſon is taken from what's known and confeſ- 
m'dſſed amongſt Men, concerning the Relation berwixt the 
nt Principal and Surety, I wave our Author's Terms (not 


aſtvulgarly known) concerning a Phyſical or Metaphvſical Dis _ 


. 2. Iſtinction of Perſons ; This is manifeſt, that the Principal and 
1 ag} Surety or Cautioner are one Perſon in the Conſtruction of 
au Law, or the Surety's Payment of the Deht, or SatisfaQtion 
; toffor the Offence, is reckoned on the Score of the Prin-ipal 

1eſe} Debitor, or of the Criminal in Matters of Tranſgreſſion of 
RDla Law ſtrengthned by penal Sanftions. Now, in this Caſe, 


| atthe Law was fully ſatisfied by the Surety for Sins not yet 
-omcommitted, as well as Sins paſt, and that Satisfaction id 38 
ichffully applied to the Believer ; and hence Legal Guils oc 


Sins to come is taken intirely off from him, as well as that 


"hit . > 


Seeed $ 


ARGUMENT X. 


Proportion betwixt the Commination and Command of 


the Law, incumbent upon Believers. 


(4) T H B. Curſe of the Law can have no more 
Br to do with Believers in Point of Con- 


demnation, than the Command of the Law in 
Point of juſtification. The Command of the Lam 
can have nothing at all any more to do with Be: 
lievers in Point of Juſtification, Ergo, & c. Or 


thus. The Threatning in the Hand of Chriſt, is 


temper'd and allay'd with as much of Goſpel Indvl- 


gence to Believers, as the Precept: The Precept in 
the Hand of Chriſt bindeth not to Obedience for 
Juſtification in any of their Duties to come. Ergo, 


Nei- 


—— — — - — 


( The strength of this Argument conſifls much in the 


* Proportion betwixt the Commands and Threatnings of the 


Law, as they have their Relation to Believers, and the 
ſweet Purpoſe centers here; namely, The Commands of 
the Law have nothing to do with the Believer in Point ol 
Juſtification, whether as to Duties paſt, preſent, or to come, 
that is, nothing done, or to be done by him, amounts to 
any Part of that Righteouſneſs wherein he is to ftand be- 
fore the LOR U, in this regard 20 Man living can be ju- 


Nied in the Sight of GOD, Tſal, 143. 2. Exod. 34. 7. 
And as the Zaw obligeth him not to Obedience for Juſtifi-F 


cation, neither do the Threatnings thereof hind him over 


to Condemnation, whether for Sins paſt, preſent, or to 
come Both Precepts and Threatnings w 


ere fully ſatisfie1 
by him, who only is the LORD our Righteobſneſs, Fer. 


23. 6. 1 Cor, 1. 29, 30 31. And as they are both in his 


Hand 


Sins to comm. 


Neither the Threatning to Condemnation, or any 
legal Puniſhment, for Diſobedience in any their 


Hand, ſo the Threatnings, in the Believer's Caſe, are 26 
much allayed and tempered by him with Goſpel Indulgence, 
as the Precepts; therefore, as he is not juſtified by Duties 


paſt, preſent, or to come, ſo neither is he, nor can he be 


bound over to Wrath for Sins to come, as he hath not in- 
curred it for Sins paſt, being in Chriſt. 5 | 


„„... 


IP ARGUMENT XI. 
Proportion betwixt Sati faction and Merit of Chriſt im- 
puted to Believers, 0 5 


(4) T H E perfect Satisfaction of Chriſt imput- 
1 cd to Believers, is no more conſiſtent 
with any their future Obligation to Death and 
Hell for their Sins to come, than the perfect Merit 
of Chriſt, imputed to Believers is conſiſtent with 


i 


2 
* * — 


(a) This Argument is taken from a Compariſon betwixt 
the Satisfaction and Merit of Chriſt, as imputed to Believ- 
ers; and, as I take it, is this in Subſtance, viz. The Merit of 
Chriſt, or his Purchaſe of Grace, Glory, and every good 


Thing, by perfect Obedience to the Law, This Merit 
| (ith our Author) is ſo imputed to Believers, that they 


ſhall never forfeit Heaven or Glory by their Sins to come, 


Herewith our Author compares the Satisfaction of Chriſt, 
or his perfect Attoning offended Juſtice, by ſuffering te 


Wrath and Curſe dye to us for Sin; and ſheweth that this 
perſect Satisfaction imputed to Believers is as little _ = 


„ a 


0. 786 ) 
any their future Forfeiture of Heaven and Glory; 
by their Sins to come. But Ge. Erg , 8 _ 


— 


fent with their being bound over to Hell and Death for 
their Sins to wennn, as for their Sins paſt, | | 


, EH neee 7 


ARG uA NY XII. 


Proportionable Power of Chriſt 45 Sariealtio imputed, : 
againſt Pw: and paſt Sins. 


(a) + i H E Satisfaction of Chriſt imputed to 
Believers is of as much Force to prevent 
the Legal Guilt of their Sins to come, as to remove 
the Legal Guilt of their Sins paſt. But, Cc. Ergo, 
&c. And if it do not keep off fuch Guilt of their 
Sins to come, from redounding, how doth it keep 
off ſuch Guilt of their. Sins paſt, from ne u- 
pon their Perſons ?. I 
Ar 


__—_ „r _ 
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(a) The 3 n, is n and fortified by | 
this, and iſſueth herein; namely, That the Satisfaction of 
Chriſt muſt be as effectual for keeping the Believer free 
from Liableneſs to Wrath for Sins to come, as it is effectu - 
al for preventing the recurring of Guilt, or his being 
brought again under Wrath for Sins paſt: The Matter is 
clear, I only adventure to add this Confideration, to which 
all who are exerciſed to Godlineſs will readily go in, vi. 
That the Freedom from Wrath for Sins paſt, which the Be- 
liever enjoyeth, could afford him no ſolid Comfort, ifhe | 
lay open to be brought under that Wrath for Sins to come, 
ſeeing, in this Event, he could not eſcape to be brought a- 
gain der that Wrath very POO: * 

"= (4) This 
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CES SCURYRYSYRY, | 
Axc une r XIII. 


2 Proport ion berwixt Habits and Acta of Sin in deriving 4 


(a. * W Guilt can no more redound upon the 
I Perſons of Believers from any the Acts of 
Sin proceeding from them, than from all the Ha- 
bits of Sin reliding in them, and even original Sin 
itſelf more deeply rooted in corrupt Nature than 
the Habits. But, &c. Ergo, &c. Nay the tran- 
ſient Acts of Sin proceeding from Believers, have 
much leſs fundamental habitual Guilt, or Demerit 
in them, than the indwelling Habits or original 
o ii: 7 -r arr Ono. S ak 


iv uv Aro 


(a) This Argument is taken from a Compariſon betwixt 4 
the Habits and Acts of Sin, with reſpect to the Guilt there- 
8 of, and I ſhall effay to give my vulgar Reader its Strength 
I in the following Poſitions, F:r#, The Habits of Sin, or more 
y | plainly, our ſeveral ſintul Luſts, and yet more eſpecially our 
of | original Sin, and the Corruption of our whole Natures, 
e | which comprehends all theſe Habits or Lufts, any of theſe 
1- | Luſts (faith our Author) and much more Original Sin, 
g which is more deeply rooted in our Natures than 3 
is Luſts, Cc. deſerveth Wrath as much as any Acts of Sin, whe- 
h ther paſt, preſent or to come, and yet *tis known that the 
re | Believer is not bound over to Wrath, upon the Account ei- 
Jl ther of theſe particular Lufts, or indwelling Sin, and there- 
e | fore his Sins not yet committed, cannot bind him over to 
> | Wrath, ſeeing neither particular Luſts, nor his original 
Corruption, which comprehends them all, do ſo, Secondly, 
This Conſideration is further enforced, if we ponder, that | 
the paſſing Acts of Sin, in Belieyers, whether Rt g 


CV 
Sin they proceed from: And therefore are much] 
leſs able to derive any actual Legal Guilt upon their 
believing Perſons. And this was one main Ground 
of Comfort the Apoſtle bore up his believing Soul 
upon, under the Trouble of al} the Hahits of Sin 
in his Nature, Rom. 7. 24. That they derived no 
Legal Guilt upon his FRE es Þ - - 


Ant 


to come, have leſs of Evil, or ſinful Deſerving in them, than] pe 
the ſeveral Luſts, and the Corruption of our own Natures IPI 
from whence they proceed. This our Author aſſerts as evi. T. 
dent, and | ſhail adventure to add a Reaſcn, vix. The ſinful 
Acts are as Streams, and the Lufts, but chiefly the Corrup- 
tion of our Natures, is like the Fountain, and affuredly 
there's more of Water in the Fountain, than in anr, or all 
the Streams which iſſue from it: And it is to be ſpecially} ( 
bobſerved in this Caſe, that the Depth of Corruption in our t 
Natures is declared to be of a Greatneſs unſearchable, ſa vel gi 
only by the LORD; The Heart is deceitful above al Te 
Things, and deſperately wicked, who can know i:? No Crea. ue 
ture can, 1 the LORD ſearch the Heart, G OD only ſeethÞBBe 
to the Bottom of this Depth, Jer. 17. 9. Thirdly, Ourſito 
Author judiciouſſy and ſweetly obſerves, that the Apoſtl:Fcor 
Paul's great Comfort amidſt his Struggles with a Body off fro 
Death, was, that the Habits of Sin, or ſinful Luſts in hisÞbef 
Nature, derived no Legal Guzlt upon his Perſon, that is, hes for 
continued ſtill free of Wrath, and the Curſe, notwithſtand-· ted 
irg of them all. Rom. 7. 24. and 8. 14. Jof 


oh al” 
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ll AKGUuMENT XIV. 
no Proportion betwixt Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin. 


| (a) 8 UCH as is the Puniſhment of a Believer's 
0 Sin, before formally pardoned, ſuch is 
the Guilt of his Sin when committed. That is not: 
 ÞPErgo, This cannot be legal, but only Evangelical. 
—Reaſon, Becauſe Guilt being a penal Obligation, and 
nan penal Obligation a Relation of the Perſon to the 
resjPuniſhment 5 this Relation muſt be ſuch as its 
fal Term, the Puniſhment related to. . 
any (a) This Argument proceeds upon a Compariſon made be- 
ourftwixt the Cuilt and Puniſhment of Sin, and J ſhall eſſay to 
aveſ give its Strength in a few Poſitions, paſſing the Author's 
al Terms, which I hope my Reader will allow, in regard they 
ea · were often explained before. Firſt, The Puniſhment of a 
ethfBcliever's Sins can never bezlegal, that is, he is never liable 
Jurfto Wrath for any of his Sins, whether paſt, preſent, or to 
ſtleficome, being under Grace, and therefore perfectly freed 
' offfrom Condemnation, Secondly, This is his Priviledge, even 
hisÞbefore Sins be committed by him, and formally pardoned, 
hefftor they are not properly pardoned, until they be commit- 
nd · ted. From the very Inſtant of his believing, the Sentence 
of Wrath is wholly off from him, and he remains in a State 
of Favour, Grace, and Salvation. Thirdly, Guilt being a 
Relation to Puniſhment, or that which binds over the 
Guilty thereunto, where the Puniſhment cannot be Wrath, 
+;ishÞut only fatherly Chaftiſement, whether for Sins paſt, or to 
come, there can he no Obligation to that Wrath, This 
our Author underſtands by the Term in the Relation, 
namely the Puniſhment related to. 
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 ARGumenrT XV. 


Impoſſubility of being under two Contrary Sentences 0 95 
„ GE C 


(a) A Perſon cannot be under two croſs and con ) 
11 trary Sentences of GO D together. AP* 
Sentence of Juſtification adjudging him to Heavenſ,: 
and Glory upon the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and aſthe 
Sentence of Condemnation adjudging him to Deathh, 1: 
and Hell for his own Sins. But ſo ſhould a Belief, a 
ver be, could any legal Guilt redound upon his Per- 
ſon from his Sins. The Reaſon of the Major in the 8 
Sth Argument, having its full Force here alſo. 


o 


| N ; 3 3 the 


(a) This Reaſon is taken from the Impoſſibility of being - 
under two contrary Sentences from G O D together, andÞ,y 
s ſo clearly expreſſed by our Author, that it ſcarcely wants; 
- any Comment. I take it to be this in Sum, abſtracting 
from difficult Terms, vi. could Legal Guzlt redound (faith 
our Author} upon the Perſon of the Believer, that is, could. 
he again be brought under Wrath and the Curſe, after his ges 
Deliverance from them, he would be under two croſs and} his 
Contrary Sentences at the ſame Time, viz, a Sentence of 
_ Juſtification adjudging him to Heaven and Glory, upon the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and a Sentence of Condemnation Sir 
adjudging him to Death and Hell, for his own Sins. He re- 
fers to the 8th A.gument for a further Account. The Read. I the 
er may turn back to the Notes upon it, for I love not to C. 
—_— TY PREM 
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AxGumenT XVI. 


0) Different State of Pardon of elect Perſon's Sins to come, 
before and after Faith. FF | 
gy 4) A N Elect Perſon's Sins to come, are in a 
| 11 better Poſture and State of Pardon to 
Pim in his own Perſon upon his believing, than 
tükchey were in the Perſon of Chriſt only, before his 
je. Peliering. They, before his believing, were fun- 
„ (damentally pardoned ; Ergo, upon his believing _ 
hepardon'd achally. e 8 

—_ 7 -:.:.-Þ 4 ET: 
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| (a) This demands more of Expoſition, I take the 
R-ÞStrength of it to conſiſt much in the following Particulars, 
Firſt, All the Sins of the LOR D's Elect being taken by 
— the Surety, upon himſelf, as well his Sins to come, as paſt 
land preſent, and Juftice attoned for them before his Bee 
DFlieving and Tranſlation by Faith, into a gracious Eftate, 
all theſe Sins, I ſay, are pardoned fundamentally to him, - 
(ſaith our Author) or in the Ground Work, by the Sure» 


11 hereby a ſure Foundation is laid ſor the actual Pardon of 
4: them all, or his poſſeſſing of that Pardon upon his believing, 


ho ſentative, aſſuredly his State cannot be worſe, but muft be 


Sins, neither paſt, preſent, nor to come, could be charged 
4. upon the Surety, after the full Diſcharge of the Debt, upon 
the Reſurrection. This is beyond all Queſtion, and the 
Conſequence is plain and eaſy, viz. that therefore none of 
theſe Sins, whether paſt, preſent or to come can be laid ta 
right $he Charge of the ele& Perſon, upon his believing, ox 2 


"ZFtie's Acquitment, even, in ſome Senſe before his believing, - 7 


Secondly, Seeing he is ſo happily ſtated, as aforeſaid, before 
his believing, being conſidered in his Surety and Repre- 


rather bettered upon his believing. Thirdly, None of his } 


Word Elet is to be underſtood conſequenter (as they th 
call it) of elect believing Ones 


cept) a Threatning, whoſe own Power of penal 


i upon his believing intirely freed from Wrath and the 
Curſe for Sins to come, as well as for Sins paſt, The Rea. 


C 
formally. Otherwiſe ſomething might be legallyf lee 
laid to the Charge of GO D's Elect, contrary to 
that of the Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 33. Where the th 


The main Strength of all (that any otherwiſe. minded ſo, 
may have where againſt mainiy to oppoſe themſelves) fr 
lieth here. | „ 7 be 

(a) All Obligation to Puniſhment is from th: 2 

Threatning, (as all to Obedience from the Pre— 9 

C 
b 
( 
0 
I 
1 
; 


legal 


ſon is plain, namely, by Faith, the whole Purchale of the 
Mediator becomes his, or is beſtowed upon him, Herevy 
(faith our Author) his Sins to come are pardoned actually 
virtually, though not formally. I underftand the Meaning} 
to be, that the Pardon of Sins to come is not applied to the 
Believer until they be committed, yet they are pardoned 
to him actually-virtually, that is, as he is delivered from 


the Curſe for Sins paſt, ſo that Curſe ſhall never recur upon} 
him for Sins to come, All this he ſtrongly inferreth from 


an Abſurdity which otherwiſe would follow, viz. that then} 
ſomething might be legally laid to the Charge of GOD 
Elect, and he cautions, that he underſtands his believing 
"Bled, Row. 8. 23, 3 5 
(a) The Author clears this whole Matter to a further 
Degree, by ſome unconteſted Remarks, from whence he 
deduceth the Concluſion in the preſent Debate, and where- 
in he teacheth us, that the main Strength of all that he hath 


| aid, doth ly, and muſt be impugned by theſe who are of a 


contrary Mind. The unconteſted Truths which found the | 


_ Concluſion, are, Fir/?, All Obligations to Obedience are de-] 
rived from the Precepts of the Law, that is, we are bounc 


to obey them, becauſe the LORD requires that we 10 
PPV 3 ſo 


eſt Sin, of a juſtified Perſon bring him under actu- 


- 


TS) 
legal Obligation is diſſolved, can no more give 
Power of penal legal Obligation to Sins to come, 
than it can to Sins paſt. So that in Concluſion, 
theſe cannot be formally pardoned, where thoſe are 
not pardoned virtually. ET FM 


ſo. Indike Manner, all Obligations to Puniſhment proceed 
from the Threatnings of the Law, or the Ground of our 
being bound over to Puniſhment, is, That the Lawgiver 


- hath denounced theſe Puniſhments. Hence Secondly, Ab- 


ſtracting from our Author's ſcholaſtick Terms already ex- 
plained, it clearly followeth : That where there's no vindi- 
ctive Wrath in the Threatnings, (as there's none in the 
Caſe of the LOR D's Children) Sins to come can as little 
bind them over to that Wrath, as Sins paſt could do. The 
Concluſion he deduceth from theſe two plain Remarks, is 


clear and incontroulable, wiz. Sins paſt cannot be formally 


pardoned, when Sins to come are not pardoned virtually ; 
That is, upon the ſame Ground that the Believer is delive- 
red from Wrath for Sins paſt, it can never come back upon 
him for Sins to come, for the Threatnings in their full Ex- 


tent for Sins to cone, as well as Sins paſt, import no Wrath” ? 


in the Believer's Caſe, _ 


CCC 


The oppoſite OP 1 NION. 


: (a) . eee, e Ju ſtiſication to in- 


finite Interciſion: For if any, the great- 


"= 


— 


— 


. 600 1. He proceedeth to a new Set of Arguments, by re⸗ 
Preſenting, and enlarging upon the Abſurdities to which 


the oppoſite Opinion expoſeth the Maintainers thereof, vig. 
That thereby Juſtification is una voidably expoſed to infinite 


rode 
* * ” 
= # 
— 
* 
| 
þ 


ſcinded. The LORD judgeth of Things ſtill as they are, 
or as he hath made them to be, and therefore will never 


0 669 


al Obligation to legal Puniſnment; every, even 


the lealt Sin muſt do ſo too. And the Anſwer, 


by diſtinguiſhing the Adt and State of Juſtification, Þ 


that the Act of Juſtification is ſubject to much, 
but the State to no Interciſion, will be found alto- 
gether incompetent, if we conſider,r. 

(a) Firit, That the A of Juſtification (if we'll 
ſpeak properly) being G O D's, and the State ours, 


the Ac cannor be reſcinded, where the Sate of Ju- 


* 


Interciſion, that is, according to the contrary Opinion, 


the Per ion juſtified muſt be often caſt out of a juftified E- 


* 


ſtate; for if following Sins, after that the former are par- 


doned, bring the Sinner again under Legal Guilt, or do a- 


EX 


gain bind him over to Wrath and the Curſe, they certainly | 


caſt him out ofa juſtified Eftate ; For that State is a State 


intitled to everlaſting Lite, which is che direct contrary un- 
to a being bound over to Wrath and the Curſe; and he well 


obſerves, that as to this Matter, Sins greater, and compa- 
 Tatively leſſer, are upon a Level, For ifgreater following 


Tranſgreſſions bind over the Tranſgreſſor to Wrath, the 
imalier mutt do ſo alſo, in regard Sin in its Nature, and 
by the Divine Conſtitution, Rom. 6. 23. Deut, 27. 26. and 


therefore every unpardoned Sin, whether greater or ſmal- 
ler, bindeth over the Sinner to the Curſe, He afterwards 


ſuggeſts an Anſwer that may be given, viz. That the Ad 


of Juſtification may be ſubject to manifold Changes, as afore- 
| ſaid, though yet the Perſon juſtified remain ſtill in a juſti- 
fed Eſtate. This Diſtinction he refutes from the following 


Conſiderations. 


* 


(s) Fir, He wiſely obſerves, that (to ſpeak properly) 
the Ad of Juſtification is the LOR D's, and the State 


ours; and hence deduceth that if the State remain, or the 


Perſon be continued in a juftified Eſtate, notwithſtanding | 


following Sins, after that the former are pardoned, there 
can be no Interruption of the A#, or the Ad cannot be re- 


udge 


i. 


— —_— _————————— 
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ſtifcation remains intire: Becauſe GOD alway 


exactly judgeth of Things, according as they are 


in themſelves. - ©: - avs rp 

(a) Secondly, That the Sate of Juſtification can- 
not remain intire, where the Act is refcinded : Be- 
cauſe Things are always exactly in themſelves, ac- 
cordingly as GOD judgeth of them; Inſomuch, 


that whereas the Truth of Things is the Meaſure 


and Rule of our Judgment, G O D's Judgment is 


the Rule and Meaſure of the Truth of Things. 
| (>) Thirdly, That GOD's Act of Juſtification 

| as well conſerveth as createth our State of Juſtifica- 
tion. And therefore ſo ſtrict and neceſſary is the 
Dependence of our juſtified Sate upon his juſtify- 


ing 


judge him to be in no juſtified Eſtate, whom he preſerves in 
JJ 8 
(a) Second Re mark is much of a Piece with this firft, and 


wants not I think to be extended, tis juſt this in Sum. 
Things are always exactly in themſelves, as GOD judgeth 


them, otherwiſe there might be ſome Miſtake in his judg- 


ing, which were Blaſphemy to think, And in his Pro- 


greſs, he gives us a choice Obſervation, concerning the Dif. 5 
ference betwixt the LOR D's judging and Man's judging, - 5 
z. that the Truth of Things is the Meaſure, Rule or Stan- 
dard of our Judgment, they muſt be firft true, eer we can 
have juſt Warrant to think them ſo; but *tis quite otherwiſe 


as to the LOR D's judging, for he is the Author of Truth 


I ſure to Truth in all Things. | 


(5) Thirdly, The L OR D's Ad of juſtifying doth as well 


in every Thing, and his judging gives the Rule and Mea- J 


& 3 preſerve the Sinner in a juſtified Eſtate, as that it firft placerh * 


him therein, and the Dependence of our juſtified Eſtate, 


1 upon this juſtifying Ad, is ſo ſtrict, full and neceſſary, and 


beareth ſuch an intire Proportion thereunto, that the one, 
viz. the juſtifying Ad, can as little be reſcinded, intermit? 
ted or changed in any Manner, as the other, namely, the 


Fi 


ꝙỹ 
ing A#, thar the one cannot be more or leſs, either 
intire or reſcinded, than the other. 1 
(a) Fourthiy, That this Anſwer provides not any 
Salvo againſt the Miſchief of ſuch Interciſion, as 
well (if not as much) by our leſs, as greater Sins: 
Leſs Sins indeed do not waſte the Conſcience, de- 
Itroy its Peace, and dead the Senſe of Juſtification 
(wherein the main of that Peace lieth) as greater 
Sins do. Bur if the greateſt Sins of a Believer re- 
ſcind his Juſtification (as they cannot but do, if 
they bring him under legal Guilt, or Obligation to 
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no Change as the Exception alloweth, and therefore the 
juſtifying Ad which conſtituteth that State can as little be 
TF 
(a) Fourthly. He obſerveth judiciouſty, That the Excepti- 
on, namely, That the Ad of Juſtification is ſubject to much 
Interciſion, or may he up and down and often intermitted, 


though the State remain the ſame, that is, though the Sin- 
ner be ſtill continued in a juſtified Eſtate, Ce. This Excep- 


tion, ſaith he, ſetteth all Sins, whether greater, or compa- 


ratively leſs, upon the ſame Level, for it greater Sins bring 


back Legal Guilt upon the Believer, or hind him over to 
Wrath and the Curſe, and fo procure an Intermithon of 
the LOR D's juſtifying At; the fame Reaſon will infer 
that leſſer Sins bring the Believer as much under the Curſe 
for the one, vi. the leſſer Sins deſerve that Wiath and 
the Curſe, as well as the greater, Rom. 6. 23. Deut. 27. 
26. and at this Rate the LOR D's juſtifying Ad will not 
laſt ſo much as for a Moment. Yet to remove all U mbrage, 
as it our Author's Opinion made all Sins equal, becauſe 
none of the Believers Sins procure a Change in the LOR D's 


_ juſtifying A#, he mentioneth ſome conſiderable Differences, 


betwixt them, as to their different Effects, (whatever o- 
ther Differences there are beſide) viz. That leſs Sins do 
not ſo waſte the Conſcience, deſtroy its Peace, and deaden 

the Senſe of Juſtification (wherein that Peace mainly lyeth) 


juſtified Eflate, This, viz the juſtified F/tate, can ſuffer | 


_ 
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ſis Controverſy. 


Man ought to aſſert. 
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gal Puniſhment) his leaſt Sins muſt do it noleſs than 


they. Which, either as to State, or but Act of Ju- 


ad gant. ß 
(a) 2. Plainly deſtroyeth much of the eſſential 

Difference, not only between Chaſtiſement and Pu- 
niſhment properly ſo called: but even between the 


ſtification, one would think go Man ſhould be for- 


ry Covenants themſelves, of Works and of Grace. 
Preſerve but theſe two States under theſe two Co- 
venants, both in their due Diſt inctions, and the fol- 
lowing Notion muſt in its full Strength and Evi- + 
dence, irreſiſtibly prevail to the final Deciſion of 
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15 greater Sins do. But that any of the Believer's Sins 
bring him again under Wrath and the Curſe, and do ſo in- 
terrupt either the State or Act of Juſtification, is what no 


(a) Next he gives us a more general Second Remark for in» 
ſtructing the main Point under Debate. This Conſideration 


lis an exact Compend of much that he had taught us before, 
and requireth the leſs Expoſition. I take the Meaning to 


de, viz. If the Believer, after the Pardon of former Sins, 
can be again brought under Legal Guzlt, that is, be bound 
over to Wrath for Sins ſubſequent, as was often before 
mentioned, many Abſurdities will follow, ſundry of which 
he mentions, viz. Firſt, The eſſential Difference betwixt 


proper Puniſhments, or Puniſhments inflifted by the | 


LORD, as an avenging Judge, and the Chaftiſements he 
brings his Children under as a Father, Cc. That eſſential 
Difference is in this Event deſtroyed; for then, the Be- 


Iliever's Sins following, as aforeſaid, would make him lia- 


ble to the Curſe, which is direQly contrary to fatherly 
Chaſtiſements, which proceed from everlaſting and father» 
ly Love, and cannot conſiſt with a Removal of Loving Kind- 
neſs, Pſal. 89. 31, 32, 33, Ce. Secondly, The Opinion im- 


two Eſtates in and out of Chriſt, and the two ve= 7 


that Law, redounding upon the Perſon frog. 


„ Such as is the Law a Perſon is under, ſuch! Is 
« his Tranſgreſſion of the Precept of that Law * 
& ſuch the Guilt according to the 42 | 


C 


« 
« | 


« that Tranſgreſſion; ſuch the Puniſhment tha 
„ Guilt bindeth over to, and ſuch the Pardon © 2 
&« that both Guilt and Puniſhment. 3 


TÞ ws 


pugned removes the Difference betwixt the two Eſtates dq 
Nature and Grace; for, in this Caſe, the Believer would be 
in both Eftates at once: In the State of Grace, or in a pary . 
doned Eftate, becauſe the former Sins are forgiven him, an”? 
he is intitled to everlaſting Life, and yet in the Eſtate of La 
Nature, for that Sins following bind him over to Wrath up, 
or, Which is equally abſurd, he would by the Opinion op do! 
poſed, be ſtill falling back from the Eſtate of Grace int P® 
the Eflate of Nature, by every following Sin, after that th(Þy 
former were pardoned. Thus his Life would conſiſt of : 
continued Courſe of Exchanges of a State of Grace and Nay P! 
ture, ftill up and down in the one and other, and affurediyj th 
his gracious Eftate would be very ſhort liv'd, if every fol 
lowing Sin did again bind him over to Condemnation, ec 
Thirdly, This Opinion quite removes an eſſential Diſtinctiq ar 
on of the two Covenants, namely of Works, and of Grace, for] (f 
the Covenant of Works now broken knows nothing but} 5 
Wrath, and binds over the Sinner to that Wrath for every} fl 
Breach: Whereas the Covenant of Grace, or he who is given te 
for a Covenant of the People, intitles the Sinner to eternal 
Life, by taking him into a Marriage Relation with himſelſ. f 
Here there's no Wrath, and he is ſecured from ever com - ! 
ing under it. But this grand Difference is taken quite a- f 
way, by the Opinzon which our Author refutes; hence] ! 
(faith he) preſerve the two States and two Covenants, I add 
fatherly Chaftiſements and wrathful Puniſhment, preſerve 
all theſe in their true Natures, and due Diſtinctions, Oc. 
and the main Controverſy is irreſiſtibly and finally decided. 
| This he inſtructs by repeating the Subſtance of all that he 
bad taught and demonfirated at ſome Length before, 


— 
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chil lf the Law or Covenant of Works, the TranſG 
aul. greſſion, Guilt, Puniſhment, Pardon, all Legal. 


g 0 elf the Law of Faith, or Covenant of Grace, the 


ron“ Law made up into Goſpel in the Hands of a Me- 
« diator (for the Law of Nature, or Moral Law, 
ce is one and the ſame under both theſe diſtinct Co- 


Pardon, all accordingly Evangelical. 


; 20 


and viz. The Law a Perſon is under, the Tranſgreſſion of that 
e Law, the Guilt or Obligation to Puniſhment he bringeth 
athK upon himſelf by his Tranſgreſhon, the Puniſhment and Par- 
op don both of the Guilt and Puniſhment, all theſe bear Pro- 


« venanti,) the Tranſgreſſion, Guilt, Puniſhmeat, 
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int portion, or are of the like Nature. This he further clears 


th by Compariſon of the two Covenants and States, viz. Firſt, 
f The Law or Covenant of Works, the Tranſgreſhon, Guilt, 
Na] Puniſhment and Pardon are all legal, that is, every Sin, by 
div this Covenant binds over the Sinner to Eternal Wrath, and 
fol there is no Pardon but upon a perfect Satisfaction to offend- 
on ed Juftice. Secondly, The Law of Faith, the Covenant of Grace, 
cti· and the Law ſerving the Goſpel, in ths Hand of a Mediator 
for (for the Law is the ſame under both Covenants) the Tranſ- 
zuth greſhon, Guilt, Puniſhment and Pardon are all Evangelical; 
eryf that is, the Tranſgreſſions here are Tranſgreſſions of a Law 
en tempered by the Goſpel, and ſo they do not bind over the 


nall Believer to Wrath, or to any Thing beyond fatherly Cha- 


16,8 ftiſement, and the Pardon is alſo Evangelical, or conſiſts 


m- in a Removal of theſe Chaſtiſements, and renewed Expreſ- 


a-] fions of fatherly Love and Kindneſs, Cc. as was declared 4 
cel more at large on diverſe Occaſions before, Herewith our 
id Author finiſheth the Argumentative Part, and betakes 


ve] himſelf to the anſwering of Objections, of which he takes 
'c, two to be the only conſiderable, 
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I (9) | | H Is ſeems to be an Object ion of mere] 


(a) This Doctrine throws open a wide Gap to all Licen-· ( 


e 


To only con ſiderable OBJECTIONS, | 
apprehend, may be made againſt this Dol th 


 Erine. 


af © 


OBJECTION I. pr 


HIS Doctrine throws open a wide Gap to fu 
_ all Looſeneſs and Licentiouſneſs of Life, ai 
throwing down the greateſt Mound and 7 


Bar againſt Sin, Fear of contracting Legal Guilt, or 


Obligation to Legal Puniſhment. 


tiouſneſs, Oc. becauſe it throws down the greateſt Mound . 

or Bulwark againſt Sin, namely, (to wave our Authors . 
Terms often explained) the Fear of Wrath for Sins commit. 1 
ted, from which Fear it exempts the Believer intirely. 0 
ee e 
A NS WE. Fe > | 


carnal Men, who according to the mere | 


* carnal corrupt Complexion and agreeable Inclina- 
tion of their own Hearts, thinking with themſelves | 
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what perverſe Uſe they ſhould make of ſuch par- 


| would make of pardoning Grace, did they enjoy it, and they 3 


ſuch an Abule, Rom. 3. 31. and 6. 1, 2. 


"Al --- 


(a) * O whoſe Perſons the Legal Guilt of Sin 


| therly pardoning Grace and Mercy: Inſomuch, 
that whereas Rom. 6. 12. the Precept makes it theſc 


| Perſon of the Believer, is inſeparably accompanied with 
Removal of the reigning Power thereof, ſo that hence 


my 
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doning Grace, were they the Subjects thereof, 
make an Eſtimate of others who are indeed ſo, 
by themſelves, judging they alſo cannot but do 
the like. Bur, ee 


preſume to form an Eſti mate of Believers, who are the Sub- 
jets of pardoning Mercy, as if they were like themſelves, bur 
every gractous Perſon abhors the very leaft Thought of | 
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 Answen II 


is thus pardoned, in their Natures the 
reigning Power of Sin is fo dethron'd and broke 
down, as thenceforward they can only be guilty of 
Sins of Child-like Infirmity; as to which GOD # 
ſtands in Chriſt engaged upon their Goſpel Repen- 
tance, to walk with them in a Covenant of Fa- 


Duty, that Sin ſhould not reign in their mortal Bodies 


4 "_ * 73 
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(a) Paſſing our Author's Terms, the Pardon of Sin to th 


ward they ſhall not be guilty of any other Sins, ſave: thalw"= 
of Child-like Infirmity. The reſt of this Paragraph is 
and wanteth not a Comment; in Sum, the Covenant 2 
rities of Pardon and Healing, which the L OR 
ſtowed upon his Children, do well inſure them gal 


E 
the Promiſe Verſe 14. makes it their Privilege, that 
Sin ſhould not have Dominion over them, becauſe nat 


under the Law, but under Grace. And in Perſe 15. 


the Apoſtle urging this very Objection, puts it off, 


as he doth elſe-where alſo, with the greateſt Ab- 


horence of a GOD forbid, | \ 


centiouſneſs. The Doctrine of Grace may be, and hath 


been abuſed, by turning it into Laſciviouſneſs, but the Ha- 


bit of Grace, or Grace infuſed and planted in the Soul, 


fhall never be ſo abuſed ; Such Abuſes the LOR D's 


Teaching prevents. 
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Answzx III 


(a) £ & HOSE who paſs under this relative 

1 Change of the State and Condition of 
their Perſons, from a State of Sin to a State of 
Grace, perfectly juſtified in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus, i. e. by the Satisfaction and Merit of Chriſt, 


+ imputed to them, paſs alſo at the ſame Time un- 


der an abſolute Change of the merely carnal, ſinful 


Complexion and Diſpoſition of their Natures, to | 


ſome Degree of a ſpiritual Frame and Temper, 
ſanctified by the Spirit of their GOD, 1 Cr. 6. 
11. put into them in habitual Sanctification, and 


(a) The Author obſerves, That al they who paſs under a 


relative Change, or are perfectly juſtified by the Satisfaction 
and Merit of Chriſt imputed to them, Oc. All theſe have, 
at the ſame Time the carnal Diſpoſition and Complexion of 
| their Natures changed, and have a ſpiritual Diſpoſition 
and Temper put into them to ſome Degree, This is what 


Divanes 


_ tures, they have their ſupernatural Principle and Power 


| as was often before mentioned. This is a ftrong Motive, 


| the ſweeteft and moſt effectual Conſtraints of the Love f“ 
| Clift, 2 Cor. 5. 14. So much for the Third Section. 


as to actual Sanctification by his actual Influences, 
Rom. 8. 14. acting and leading them as Children of 
G OD, in all the good Ways of GO their Fa- 
ther. So that from the latter of thoſe Changes, 
they have their Principle and Power ; and from 
the former, their Argument and Engagement, not 
to walk after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, Rom. 8. 1. 
their Diſobligation to legal Puniſhment, their O- 
bligation to Goſpel Obedience, and that a power- 
ful conſtraining Obligation alſo, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. 


An- 


Divines call Habitual Sanctiſication, 1 Cor. 6. 11. And as to 
Actual Sanctification, they, as Children of G OD, are aQ- 
ed and led by the Spirit of GOD, in theſe good Ways 
wherein their Father requires them to walk. By this rea! 
and ſanctifying Change whereby they are made new Crea® *' 


for acting, and by the forementioned relative Change, or 


their being brought into a juſtified State, many Arguments 4 
are given them, and Engagements laid upon them, not to 


walk after the Fleſh, but after ibe Spirit, Rom. 8. 1. At 
the Cloſe of this Section he takes Notice, Firſt, Of the 
Diſobligation of the LO R D's Children to legal Puniſh. 3 

ment, that is, their Deliverance from Wrath and the Curſe, 
Secondly, They are ſo much the more obliged to Goſpel 'r 
Child-like Obedience. Thirdly, Believing Views of this: 
great Deliverance from Hell and Wrath, bring them under 


n 


(a) A MONG and ahove other Habits and 
4 Principles of Grace, Goſpel Faith, Child- 
like Love, and Fear, have an eſpecial lufluence upon, 
and Sway in the Souls of ſuch changed ones; to 
, fe aps 
F (6) 1. Faith, that inſtates in ſuch pardoning 
Grace, is the Root of all their Obedience; as In- 
fidelity is the Root of all others Diſobedience : 
Faith purifying their Hearts, Acts 15. 9. Faith where- 
by they believe not only the Promiſes of G O D, 
the Grace and Mercy bound up in them; but the 
Precepts of GOD alſo, P/al. 119. 66. the Obe- 


dience and Duty bound up in them; that theſe Pre- 


cepts are holy, juſtand good; and that Duty and 
2 a) He obſerves, That beſides other Habits or Principles 
of Grace, there are more eſpecially three, which are ſtrong 


Preſervatives againſt Licentiouſneſs, and do under Hea- 
ven's Breathings mightily engage and quicken the Believer 


to new Obedience, viz. Faith, Love, and Child-like Fear. 

_ (6) 1. Faith, whereby the Believer is brought into a par- 
doned Eſtate. That Faith to the Believer, is, Fir, The 
Root and Source of all Obedience ; as Infidelity, or Unbe- 


lief is the Root and Spring to others of all Diſobedience. 


& Secondly, This Faith purifieth the Heart. Acts 15. 9. 
© Whereas to the Unbelievers there is nothing pure, but even 
their Minds and Conſciences are defiled, Tit. 1. 15. 


E and the Grace and Mercy bound up in them, but alſo upon 
= the Precepts of GOD, and the Obedience and Duty 


— in them, and goeth in ſweetly to theſe Precepts, F 


Third- 
, This Faith is exerciſed, not only upon the Promiſess | 
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| Service they require, reaſonable Duty and Service; 5 
reaſonable for GOD to W and reaſonable 
Ifor them to perform. 


(a) 2. Love of Chriſt, upon Conſi Jeretion of 


what he hath done and ſuffered to procure this Par- 


don for them, which will make his whole Law a 
Law of Love to them, and their Obſervance of it, 
ſweet and eaſy to them. And if the Woman in 
the Goſpel, Luke 7. 47. loved Chriſt the more, the 
more Sins he forgave her; the virtual Pardon of 
Believer's Sins to come, being more, than the for- 
mal Pardon only of Sins paſt, ill make them love 
more, and conſequently fin lets, and obey more. 
(6), 3; Chila-l, he Fear of father ly Chaſtiſements will 
impreſs and ↄreterve more effectual Dread of Sin, 


upon the Hearts of Believers, than ſlaviſn Fear of 
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as holy, þ juſt, 404 god, Pſal. 119. 65, Rom. 7. 12. What 
emains of this Paragraph is very clear, and needs no 
Commentary. 
(4) The S-cond main Spring of Goſpel Holineſs is Child» 


the Love; Tlis Love of Chriſt, from the Conſideration of 


what he hath done and ſuffered; makes his whole Law a 


Law of Love to them, and their Obſervance of it ſweet ff 
and eaſy, e. 11, 23, 29, 1 John 5. 3. In what remains 
of this Sd, our Author draws a pleaſant Inference from 


uke 7. 47. If that Woman loved Chrift the more, the 
ore Sins he forgave her, the (often explained) virtual 


Pardon, or Pardon of the Believer's Sins to come; that is, 
he hindering Legal Guilt, from ever recurring again upon 


him for theſe Sins; this virtual Pardon being a further Be- 


iefit added to the formal Pardon of Sins paſt, this great Ac- 


eftion will make him love and obey the more, and oaſis I 2 


uently Sin the leſs. 


(% The Third Source of Goſpel Holineſs, is ca 5 3 
Fear of Biderly Chaſtiſements. Concerning this the Ape. Ry 
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F Jodiciary Puniſhments, will do upon the Minds off 
 Unbelievers: Whereof much might be ſaid here, if 
enough had not been ſaid before. 8 
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thor obſerves, that it imprints a more effectual Fear of Sin 

upon the Hearts of Believers, than the Fear of judiciary} _ 
or wrathful Puniſhment can work upon the Hearts of Un- (4 
belie vers, ſo much for the fourth Head with its Subdiviſions, 


8 | A NS W E R V. | | 

(a) As formal Pardon of Sins paſt doth not leſs, ] et 
5 but more affect with godly Sorrow forſ tl 

ſuch Sins paſt; ſo doth virtual Pardon of Sins to 


come, not engage to leſs, but more of godly 7 
Wacchfulneſs againlt Sins for the Time to come. 


O37 
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(a) He repreſents that, as the formal {ofcen explained) c 
Pardon of Sins paſt, doth not the leſs, but the more deep t 
ly affect the Soul with godly Sorrow for them, for Pardon ig i 


the chief Source of Evangelical Repentance; and the ſtrong 
.er the Aſſurances of Pardon be, the greatcr and ſweete 
are the Floods of godly Sorrow into which the Soul floweth 
out, Cc. as formal Pardon (often cxplained) is a plentiful 
Spring of godly Sorrow, ſo virtual Pardon (alſo often ex 
plained) or the preventing of Legal Guilt's, recurring uponl 
the Believer for Sins to come, doth not the lets, but ſo muc 
the more engage him to Watchfulneſs againſt theſe Sins 
Here then chere is no Handle for Looſnels, 2 Cor. 5. 14. 
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In- 0 T Hs Doctrine will deſtroy eue fin Ns. 
| of Sin, leaving neither Need 1 nor Room r 
it, in Beliopert. | - 1 | — oY 
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(a) This Doctrine will 8 Prayer rang Pardon of Sin, 3 
Gr. Anſwer, The whole third Head of our Author's Diſ- 
courſe demoliſheth this Ob jection, and rooteth it ſo intirely, 
that the Doctrine inſtructeth and encourageth to ſuch Pray- A | 
k ers, and affords us the proper Directions for managing 
org . Is as FRE be ſeen there at = 5 


to 1 HR 
| — — K ms W4 . great IS 3 "4 | 
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ANSWER. 


His ſecond obj efjon hath been ſufficient 
ly anſwered in the third Headof this Die 
1 where it is made clearly to appear, that 
this Doctrine is ſo far from being deſtructive of, thay' 
it is inſtruftive | in, and 5558 Prayer for Pardon. 
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